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Introduction

The many and varied ministries of High Point First
Church today are not only a tribute to the present
also to those who saw to its beginning over 100 yea
who built a solid foundation through sacrifice and
church stands as a tribute to the multitude of fait
followers who through the years have responded to t
and direction of their leaders. And, for nearly 70
men provided pastoral leadership.

Few churches have been privileged to be served by
strong and capable pastors for such extended period
has First Wesleyan: O. L. Ruth, 1912-1944; J. A. Gr
1979. Each was the man for his time and each broug
vision for the church. Each took what he found and
build.

The story of First Wesleyan Church is primarily th
of a sovereign God using fragile creatures of clay
His purposes — to glorify His name, to redeem His ¢
serve His people. A careful reading of the church
conversations with numerous people make one aware o
limitations of even the best of God’s people. They
one aware that our God is a God of love, of great p
with a marvelous sense of humor.

May your reading of this story increase your visio
your hope, and challenge you to allow Christ to mol
you for His purposes.

Charles E. Massey

Houghton College
May 2005
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Ozra Lorenzo Ruth (1886-1977)

Alamance County to High Point, by way of Ohio and O  ntario, Canada

Ozra Lorenzo Ruth was born February 28, 1886 near the town of Liberty in
southern Alamance County, North Carolina. He was the fourth of five children and the
first of two sons born to John Wesley and Mary Elizabeth Stuart Ruth. Though named
for his grandfather, Lorenzo Routh of Randolph County (who had been named for an
eccentric New England evangelist, Lorenzo Dow, who had traveled through the North
Carolina piedmont during the early 1800s), Reverend Ruth was never fond of his name.
He preferred to use his initials, O. L., or to simply be called “brother.”

His father, John Wesley Routh, was born in Randolph County, North Carolina
shortly before the Civil War. John Wesley’s mother died when he was very young and
he felt that his stepmother mistreated him. To escape from her he ran away from home

and was taken in by a Dixon family in Alamance County. After settling with the Dixon’s



he changed the spelling of his name by dropping the “0” and became John Wesley
Ruth. He also had the good fortune of settling near the Stuarts, whose daughter, Mary
Elizabeth, he married.

John Wesley and Mary Elizabeth were simple but devout Quaker people of
limited means and limited education who eked out a living on a small farm near the
Dixon’s and Mary Elizabeth’s parents’ homes. O. L. Ruth grew up helping on the farm
and learning the value of hard work despite the fact he had been left with a severely
crippled leg as a result of a bout with polio.

He also experienced the holiness revivals that occurred among North Carolina
Quakers at the turn of the century and as a result began a life-long pilgrimage with his
God. As he remembered the experience over 75 years later, Tommy Andrews, a
preacher in the Ohio Yearly Meeting, was holding a revival among the Quakers in
Penfield. O. L. attended a prayer meeting that was being held in one of the homes in
the community in conjunction with the revival. While there, a young fellow who had run
into him during a baseball game a few days earlier, and whom he had cursed as a
result, came over to him, put his arm around him and said, “Ozra, | love you. I'd like to
see you saved. So I'm praying for you.” According to Reverend Ruth, “... my knees
give way. | dropped on my knees and in two minutes | was saved.” Shortly after, he
was sanctified down in the woods behind the barn at the old family farm.

This was not the end of O. L.’s crisis of commitment, but rather the beginning.
He had been slow to accept Jesus Christ into his life for fear Christ would call him to
preach and he did not want to be a preacher. And, just as he feared, he felt called to

preach. The Devil told him if he did become a preacher “... he would starve to death ...
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and he wouldn’t have anybody to preach to.” After long hours of prayer he accepted the
call, thus precipitating a new crisis.

With only a rudimentary common school education, O. L. knew he must pursue
further schooling in preparation for answering his call. God’s Bible School and
Missionary Training Home in Cincinnati, Ohio (which had begun operation in 1900 for
the purpose of providing a trained holiness ministry) was his logical choice. There was
just one major problem — he had no money. After corresponding with the school and
making the problem a matter of prayer for several months, he decided he should go to
Cincinnati even though there was no visible means of support.

In January 1903 John Wesley Ruth took his sixteen-year-old son to catch a train
for Cincinnati, using his meager savings to purchase a one-way ticket. When O. L.
arrived at God’s Bible School he was called before a committee of school officials with
responsibility to determine if he should be admitted. When they enquired as to why he
had come with no funds to pay his way, he responded that he had come because God
had called him to preach and he needed to prepare. He was given a room for the night
and told that he would probably not be permitted to stay, but that a final disposition of
the matter would be made in the morning. He committed the matter to the Lord, went to
bed and slept soundly.

In the morning a Reverend Pendleton met with the young Mr. Ruth and asked
how he had slept. When he assured the Reverend that he had slept well, Pendleton
responded that he had not slept at all but had wrestled through the night with the
decision concerning Ruth. As a result the committee determined that he should stay

and prepare for the ministry. Several weeks later he was given a position as a
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dishwasher at the school, paying the grand sum of 8 cents an hour. Four years later he
completed his schooling with his bills paid.

On June 21, 1906, Ozra L. Ruth was ordained as a minister in the International
Apostolic Holiness Union. Just prior to the service, which took place during the summer
camp meeting at God’s Bible School, he was overwhelmed with the awesomeness of
the responsibility of a minister of the Gospel and his own seeming insignificance. He
decided not to attend the service, but as he prayed the Holy Spirit spoke to him urging
him to follow the call. He entered the tabernacle where the ordination service was being

held just as the candidates for ordination were asked to come forward.




In recounting his early years of ministry after being ordained, Reverend Ruth
wrote:

...started holding Services in a Mr. & Mrs. Odellsuse at East end Cincinnati then with Bro.
John Corrigan we Started Mission work & Continuieeré until June of 1907. then went to Northern
Michigan & Spent the Summer in Pioneere [sic] wottken Came back to Cincinnati & assisted in
Mission work in George St. Mission, for a few wedksn came back to North Carolina & was called to
Pastor Bethlehem, Pleasant Union, Staley & alsadalet Grove Church. which | organized. at the end
of one Year My Pastoral work terminated there &ntireFeb. 1909 | was holding a Revival in
Randleman N.C. while there received a Call to Peaaganada. | went Home after the Meeting &
Prepared to go. left March 9 for Powassan Canada.

Powassan was a little town in a pioneer-farming district in Ontario Province.
Cottage meetings followed up a revival that began in a brush arbor meeting around the
beginning of the century. By the time Reverend Ruth arrived to pursue mission work
under the International Apostolic Holiness Union, a church had been erected and
church services begun. During his two-year stay he became acquainted with Rachel
Hodgins of Chrisholme Township and on the fourteenth day of September, 1910 they
were married. Shortly after the wedding, O. L. took his bride, who was also the church
organist, and returned to North Carolina.

Upon his return to North Carolina Reverend Ruth served a circuit in the Liberty
area. He explains as follows:

after coming to N.C. was Called as Pastor to RamaleN.C. Asheboro, N.C. & Sawersville
N.C. Stayed for 2 years which Proved very Succkssiien Rec. a Call to come to High Point, N.C in
the fall of 1912. Served there from 1912 to 191dy 30".

While serving the circuit the Ruth’s first son, Hubert, was born on July 4, 1911.

High Point: the Early Years



According to one undated and unsigned account probably written by W. H.
Farlow, church secretary, in the late 1940s in response to a request for information from
the “District committee on Church History,” the church at High Point “was the out-growth
of two revivals held in the city, one about 1899 and the other about 1901. These
meetings were held by Rev. T. C. Hodgin, Rev. Arnold Hodgin and Rev. R. C. Teague.”

On the occasion of the church’s Golden Anniversary celebration on June 22,
1952, The High Point Enterprise carried an article that included the following “Brief
History of Church:”

First Pilgrim Holiness Church had its beginningSumday, June 30, 1901, when a group of
people met in the home of Frank J. Collins and gl what was to be known at that time as the
International Apostolic [Holiness] Union. Therenee5 charter members and they agreed to hold praye
services twice a week. The Union was organizeRdy. Thomas G. Hodgin, a recorded minister of the
North Carolina Yearly Meeting of Friends.

In July, 1903, following a change of name, thetnational Apostolic Holiness Church was
organized here with 21 members; and this was torbedhe First Pilgrim Holiness Church, the name the
organization bears today. The organization weectdfl by Rev. W. R. Cox, who was later chosen pasto
of the church. New names were added to the chaitand on October 16, 1904 the membership was
48. Rev. Mr. Cox served until 1906 when Rev. CHDdgin was called to the pastorate. The latter
served until October, 1907.

Other pastors: Rev. W. A. Ashley, 1907-1909; R&euben D. Cox, 1909-1910; Rev. M. A.
Baldwin (now deceased), 1910-1912; Rev. O. L. R1#12-1944; Rev. J. A. Grout, 1944, serving until
the present and reassigned for the next confergrare

When the twenty-six-year-old Reverend O. L. Ruth arrived with his family at his
new pastorate in High Point, North Carolina in November, 1912, he found a young,
struggling church. The active members numbered considerably fewer than the official
count of 45. According to some stories, the small frame church building utilized an old
tree stump as one pillar for the foundation. On his first visit to the church, Reverend
Ruth remembered that there was coal stored in one corner in the back of the building
and kindling in the other. Dockery Nance remembered it this way:

It was a wooden structure with no electric lightsl @ stove in the center of the church to heat the
building. There were no class rooms just curttansull on wires to divide the classes of childesmd
adults. 1 still remember the voices when it seefiledeveryone was talking.



People tied their horses and buggies behind theckhu

The church board, perhaps hoping for a tentmaker-pastor, gave serious
consideration to buying a farm instead of a parsonage so the pastor could support
himself. In time the board relented, much to the relief of Reverend Ruth, and purchased
a three-room house beside the church. However, perusal of the church financial
records for December 1, 1912 through May 8, 1913 leads one to understand the difficult
financial circumstances the board faced. After disbursements of $55.67 over the two
guarters of the fiscal year, there was a balance in the treasury of $2.87.

The full commitment of Reverend Ruth’s time to the church and its ministry
brought rapid results. In 1912 there were approximately 40 names on the Sunday
school roll, including some who had died and others who had moved from the area.
Two years later the Sunday school enrollment had grown to 148 and the average
weekly attendance was 72. By 1916 the enroliment had reached 261 and the average
weekly attendance was 130. The chart below contains the records of total church
members, Sunday school enrollment, and Sunday school average attendance during
the thirty-two years of Reverend Ruth’s ministry, as reported in the District Minutes of

the North Carolina Conference of the Pilgrim Holiness Church and its predecessors.*

1,,. ., . . .
Minutes for several years could not be found aformation was incomplete in several others.
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While numbers never tell the whole story, they do tell an important part and also
indicate when special circumstances or events are affecting the life of the church. Itis
interesting to note, for instance, that a significant decline in Sunday school average
attendance occurred in 1917 and 1942, coinciding with American entrance into World
War | and World War Il. The heart of the Depression Era, 1929-1933, witnessed a
phenomenal growth in attendance. The decline in 1935 reflects the effect of the ban
against children attending public meetings in High Point during a polio epidemic. But
there were at least two significant factors that can be identified that contributed to the
growth of the church: funerals and revivals.

Realizing that many families either were not a part of a church or could not afford
the services of a minister for funerals, Reverend Ruth visited the two white undertakers
in the city and volunteered to conduct services for any family in need with no
considerations for reimbursement. The “Funerals” column in the following chart tells a

dramatic story.




10

This special kindness of the Pastor and expressions of sympathy from the church
in the form of a card or letter to bereaved families who were not a part of the church led
to a lasting relationship with many. During the period from 1930 through 1941
Reverend Ruth conducted 676 funeral services — an average of more than one per
week for twelve years.

It was, however, at the height of the Great Depression that perhaps the greatest
revival in the history of High Point occurred. At the January 25, 1932 church advisory
board meeting motions passed “to cut the Pastors Offering from $45.00 to $40.00
weekly for the time being” and “to cut the Janitor’s pay from $15.00 to $12.00 per
month.” The minutes of the March 2, 1932 church business meeting begin as follows:

The Church business meeting was held March 2.r Sitegs and several good prayers Bro. Ruth
gave a good exhortation on looking to the Lord miyithese times of depression exhorting those presen
to lift up their heads for their redemption drawaetbh.
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In April “Bro. Ruth was appointed by the board to investigate the matter of having
our building & loan payments cut down some on account of the depression.” At the May
advisory board meeting “A motion carried to take a recommendation down to the church
business meeting to refinance the Building & Loan obligations and have the payments
cut down $20.00 on the month.” The minutes of the same meeting also report the

following:

The Board handed down a recommendation to the khbat the janitors pay be discontinued and the
church kept in order by volunteer workers becadgmancial difficulties, so many being unable tayp
any thing toward this expense, who will be glathédp do the work.

It was voted at the suggestion of the Pastorttisasalary be cut $5 on the week.

At the April 6, 1932 church business meeting Reverend Ruth spoke with the
confidence and faith that were reflected later that summer and the next in the tent
revival meetings. The minutes of the meeting read:

Bro. Ruth gave a fine exhortation on the Script@eme boldly to the throne of grace that we
might have grace to help in time of need. He dtétee sit down and fold our hands and fail to @m
boldly to the throne of grace in time of need tvatcannot expect God to help us out of our trouble
unless we put forth an effort to help our selves.

The Pastor provided a concise description of the revival:

During the Years of 1932 & 1933, | felt especiddlyto hold Revival meetings in different Partstod

town which Proved a Great Success. the first Mgadin E. Green St. ran for 7 weeks & God Gave a
Gracious Revival. More than 700 people in 7 wesdigght the Lord. during those 2 Years More than 26
Hundred People were at the Altar.

Some 40 years after the meetings, Dockery Nance still remembered in some
detail:

About this time several ladies young and eldedg b burden an began a prayer meeting in the
afternoons in different homes also had early Sumdagnings fasting and prayer meetings. God would
give glorious services at church. The church tedthve early Sunday morning fasting and prayer
services also.

The ladies did not know that during this time R8vL. Ruth had a heavy burden for a revival an
one Sunday morning in the summer of 1932 he céledoard together in the Library to get their
permission to start a tent revival on E. Green St.
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The day the tent was put up a windstorm came laatent blew down but the revival was not
defeated by the devil and was put back up.

The meeting ran six weeks, | missed one nighter@even hundred souls were saved or
sanctified. Many became members and good worketsei church and many people are in Heaven today
because of that revival.

The next year we bought a tent and chairs andtre tent meetings in High Point N.C. Mr.
Earnest Warner would take a load of people infaissfer truck each night, at times it would be diag
and sitting full.

Rev. Ruth had a tent meeting on Barker St. a MBsthahurch stands on the spot. On Prospect
St. my husband saved there in a tent meeting. rialeernacle organized later as Calvary Nazarene
Church stood across the St. from where the tentlsto We had one on the Fairfield Rd. and one on
North Main St. and one on the spot where WesleyansANursing home now stands.

Many souls were saved because of the effortseoPtlgrim Holiness Church members and
Pastors, to God be the praise in all these meetings

During their early years at High Point, Reverend and Mrs. Ruth found another
means of promoting church growth as their family grew every two years with near clock
work precision: May 13, 1913, Audrey Annetta; September 9, 1915, Elmer Lorenzo; July
17,1917, Jessie Thurman; January 18, 1919, Lois Henretta; July 6, 1921, Esther
Elizabeth; September 23, 1923, John Wesley; and December 25, 1926, Mildred Rachel.

Reverend Ruth also found time to play a major role in the beginnings of two other
churches in the area. In 1917 he organized a church in Winston Salem and in 1923 he
became the first pastor of the newly organized church in Thomasville. In describing this
work, he states:

during that time | Organized Church at Winston 8a& Pastored it Sunday afternoons Tuesday Nights
& Friday nights besides My work in H. P. until ilwld support a Pastor later on ...a Church was
Organized in Thomasville & | was called as PasborSund. Afternoons, Tuesday Nights & Friday
nights.

On Sunday, October 11, 1936, The High Point Enterprise carried the following
article with a heading that read, “Rev. O. L. Ruth To Be Honored For Service To Local
Church:”

An oil painting honoring Rev. and Mrs. O. L. Rutho have devoted 24 years of their life to the
upbuilding of the Pilgrim Holiness church, will beveiled today at the morning services in the dhurc
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The picture commemorates the work of the pastdrméswife in bringing the church from that of
a small organization to one of the outstandindiendity. The painting was done by Thomas Dodamead,
local artist.

The complete program for today’s service was nabanced, but S. M. Stikeleather, district
superintendent of the Greensboro circuit, has baaounced as the speaker for the occasion. The
program is in the hands of J. D. Jennings, supardent of the Sunday school.

Rev. and Mrs. Ruth came to the local church in21@at which time the congregation consisted of
only 44 members with 40 in the Sunday school.

After 24 years of tireless efforts, by Rev. Ruth thurch now has 376 active members and more
than 800 in the Sunday school.

This growth is even more remarkable than the &gundicate since members are not taken into
the church who use tobacco, gamble or attend pghés. This rule of the church has turned awayyna
members from its doors.

Besides the membership, the Pilgrim Holiness dhbhes also shown a growth in its physical
equipment since Mr. Ruth left the Randleman ch&mgake over the duties of pastor. At the timdief
arrival the church consisted of a small frame bodgdocated on South Hamilton street the site ef th
present fine imposing structure.

In 1928 the congregation had grown to such pragrstthat it was found necessary to enlarge the
church or build a new one. A fine brick structuras erected and it was thought at that time it e
sufficient for many years. However, the attendaatdde Sunday school continued to grow and within
the last few years a Sunday school annex was\itiiitmore than 20 class rooms. Also, a fine pasigen
has been built next to the church.

Not only is Rev. Ruth looking forward to many méwag and useful years of service at the local
church, but his congregation is also hopeful thairtbeloved pastor and wife will remain with thémn
many more years of growth.

For a time, a number of “Public Spirited Firms” in the High Point area sponsored
a full page in The High Point Enterprise on Saturdays and invited local pastors to write
what was titled “Today’s Three Minute Sermon.” Reverend Ruth wrote the December
17, 1938 sermon.

“The Power of Prayer”
St. John — 17 Chapter

| want to call your attention to three major thbtsgin this 1 chapter of St. John.

First, it is that great intercessory prayer tlesu$ prayed for His disciples on Thursday of the
week of His crucifixion. He tells us He is not yirag for the world but for His disciples and fot tilat
shall believe on Him through their word. This mris confined to Christians alone and to glorifg t
Son of God.

Second, He is giving us a thorough descriptiotheir Christian character. He states they are no
more of the world than He is of the world. He mrapt to take them out of the world but to keeprthe
from the evil of the world.

Again when the seventy had returned that He hatag Jesus said unto them, “Rejoice not that
the spirits are subject unto you but rather rejthed your names are written down in heaven.” This
makes it very clear that they were truly childréGod.

Last, what is He praying for? He is praying favd3o sanctify them through the Truth. Holiness
is a state or condition; but Sanctification is aha means whereby we are made Holy in heartusles
states that He sanctifies Himself that they alsghtribe sanctified. Hebrews 13:12, “He sufferedhaiit
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the gate that He might sanctify His people with élin blood.” He means by this to cleanse our Beart
of inbred sin or inherited sin, fill us with Hisigh and sets us apart for His service.

This prayer was answered on the day of Pentedus=h whey were filled with the Holy Spirit.
And the great need of the church today is to bedfivith the Spirit. It will bring oneness, felleWip and
power. Then the primary thought of the Church Wdithe salvation of the lost and the spread of the
Gospel to the ends of the earth.

This written sermon was one of the few for Reverend Ruth. Many of his sermons were
delivered from the barest of outlines scrawled on scraps of paper that he tucked away
inside his Bible.

His philosophy of preaching provides some insight into his success in reaching
people from different denominational backgrounds. He stated simply, “Preach the Bible,
not the Discipline,” then explained further, “The church wanted me to preach a sermon
every year on the Manual, but | didn’t do that.” On the occasion of his eighty-fifth
birthday he spoke further about his preaching: “I changed some in my preaching over
the years,” he says. “But then | didn’t change. | have seven translations of the Bible.
They are all different, but they are the same. The words read differently, but the bed-
rock truths are the same. I've always held to one main principle. That is, to keep it
simple. | have tried to explain the truth of God in simple terms whenever | have

preached.”
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Reverend Ruth also remembered the significant growth in the physical plant
during his years as pastor: new parsonage built (1915), new auditorium(1920), three-
story Sunday school addition (1930), and a new addition to the main auditorium (1940).
A careful reading of the church minutes indicates that some projects developed quickly
with broad support. The Sunday school addition in 1930 provides an example. The
advisory board minutes of April 7, 1930 read as follows:

The committee to investigate in regard to additisoams for the Sunday School has not been aldie to
anything permanent and the board decided to appaieiv committee to conferr [sic] with a number of
contractors in regard to some plans and pricesnritiee Bros. Rich and Hodgins with the pastor.

The committee worked with amazing speed and a special meeting of the advisory board

was held the following night, April 8, 1930.
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Plans for new building for Sunday School rooms warasented to the board and a motion
carried that we reccommend [sic] to the church these plans be accepted with any minor changes tha
the building committee may see needful, and thagavehead as soon as arrangements can be made for
finances.

On April 21 the board recommended “that as
soon as we have $1000.00 (one thousand dollars) in
the treasury for Sunday School rooms we take out
$4000.00 (four thousand dollars) in Building and
Loan and go ahead with plans.” At the April 23,
1930 church business meeting the recommendation
of the advisory board was accepted and the trustees
were authorized to secure the loan with the
conditions suggested by the board.

But not all projects received broad support
and Reverend Ruth was quick to realize when he
needed to wait. This is illustrated by the efforts in
1937 to buy a new parsonage. At the September 23
board meeting the following motion passed:

to recommend to the Church on Wednesday night (3729ollowing the annual business meeting
9/22/37, to convert the parsonage into Sunday 3eboms and buy a parsonage elsewhere,
announcement to be made of this recommendatidreatrinual business meeting 9/22/37.

At the annual business meeting on September 22, the pastor announced the board’s
recommendation to the church. At the regular monthly business meeting on September
29, 1937, “after considerable discussion and consideration motion passed to convert the

parsonage into Sunday School rooms.”
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Nearly nine months later, at a monthly business meeting, “The pastor presented
a proposition that the Board had handed down to be voted on by the Church regarding a
certain property located at Archdale for a parsonage and the vote was in favor of same
by a small majority.” Less than two weeks after this action, the board appointed a
committee “to look for vacant lots for a parsonage, the location restricted to South of the
railroad....” Five months later, November 29, 1938, a motion carried “to rescind the
action which has been passed to turn the parsonage into Sunday School rooms.” With
the matter of the parsonage settled, for the time being, the church was freed to
concentrate its energies on the new addition to the main auditorium.

When looking back over his life after more than ninety years, Reverend Ruth
noted “you can’t have the victory without having battles.” No doubt this truth has more
than spiritual significance. It is also possible that diplomacy learned over the years of
pastoring was valuable preparation for Reverend Ruth’s four years of service on the
High Point Housing Authority and five years of service on the High Point School Board.
He also served in positions of leadership in the Pilgrim Holiness Church at both district
and General Church levels, including twenty years as a member of the General Board.

During the Ruth years the church won the respect and admiration of the city, but
it continued to serve primarily the poor and lower middle class with few, if any,
professionals attending. The mill workers and farmers and others who made up the
congregation were hardworking, honest and generous people for the most part. While
finances were always tight, obligations were conscientiously met, physical expansion
carried out, special programs initiated, and the needy cared for. When special projects

or programs were approved at advisory board or church meetings it was not unusual for
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pledges to be made at that time or a committee appointed to “solicit members.” The
following excerpts from the minutes of church business meetings in 1925 and 1926

illustrate the procedure:

A motion carried to buy seven tons of coal forrchuand parsonage. Bros. Marshall Harvey
Sink and Sister Franklin committee to raise mormgysame.

The coal committee reported and was continuechanobonth to finish collecting pledges.

The chairman appointed Sisters Edna Dicks and Btrart to raise money for insurance on the
church.

It was moved and carried to get a piano for theah $160.00 was pledged and a motion
carried to announce Sunday and a committee woidd the balance. Sisters Franklin, Sink, Ruth Ward
Lillie Cook and Winfred Beck committee.

In the absence of the numerous government programs to assist the poor, the
church provided food, clothing, and shelter, but not indiscriminately. When needs were
brought to the attention of the pastor or the board, a committee (often a committee of
one) was appointed to investigate before assistance was given. And, on some
occasions assistance was deemed unnecessary. As the number of requests increased
in the late 1920s special action was called for and taken.

The following resolution concerning a charity funds read and adopted after due consideration.

Resolution (1) Recommended that the Pilgrim Ha&€hurch of High Point create a local
charity fund to the amount of $100.00 (one hundteithrs) for the purpose of aiding needy membets an
their families in case of sickness or death alsoahers whom the Advisory Board of said church may
see fit to aid by a two-thirds vote of said Board.

(2™ Said fund of one hundred dollars to be raisegutylic offerings, giving 90 days from time of the
adoption of this recommendation by said church.

(3% That a free will offering be taken once per maiaththe purpose of maintaining said fund.

(4™ Should said fund amount to more than $100.0Beend of the conference year that the surplus be
divided 50 per cent to Home Missions and 50 pertetrphanage.

(5™ That a charity board of two be elected from theigory Board by the church annually to serve with
the pastor, whose duty it shall be to pass onpgllieations for help from said fund.

(6) That said Board shall not use more than twéntyper cent of said fund for any person or fanaity
any one time.

The second Sunday in June was set apart to raiseteng fund for this purose [sic].
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It does seem somewhat surprising that such a resolution could have been prepared
without a lawyer among the membership.

As the depression worsened the Dorcas Society was formed by a number of
women who sewed, for the purpose of providing clothing for those in special need,
particularly the children.

While considerable attention was given to the physical needs of members, it was
small in comparison to that given to matters of “holy living.” The integrity of the
members was never taken lightly and “breach of covenant” was a serious matter.
Common problems dealt with by the advisory board were smoking, dipping snuff, not
attending church services, attending movies, membership in secret societies, disorderly
conduct, working on Sunday, swearing, failing to meet financial obligations, and matrital
unfaithfulness. The seriousness of these matters to the board is evidenced by the fact
that local merchants would notify the church if members of the congregation were not
paying their bills.

When charges were brought against any member the board would appoint a
committee of one to visit the individual and investigate. If the matter was not resolved
another committee of one would often be appointed. If this visit still failed to resolve the
matter a committee of two or three would be appointed by the board to visit the
individual. Where there was insufficient evidence to support charges, they were
dropped. When those charged admitted their guilt but seemed genuinely repentant, the
board tended to respond with patience and forgiveness. However, when there was no
evidence of a desire to forsake one’s waywardness the individual was dropped from

membership and, at least in later years, notified by letter of the board’s action.
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The desire on the part of the pastor, the board, and the church generally to be
redemptive was evidenced by a series of actions taken in 1925 and 1926 and recorded
in the church minutes.

Moved and carried that the Pastor and Secretapape a list of delinquent members to be visited
by different ones whom the pastor may appoint.

It was moved and carried that we fast and prag&inquent member — this to be referred to
church business meeting.

It was moved and carried to have a fasting angaprservice at the church each Sun. from 4 to 6
o’clock, P.M. beginning the first Sunday in January

Moved and carried to start a campaign for delimjueembers a week from next Wednesday
night.

We were reminded that we have a number of delimgumembers who are very careless about
their obligation to the church and a motion cartieat Bro. Ruth see as many as possible of thebéan
to help them see their obligation.

In September of 1930 a meeting of the advisory board was called “for the purpose of
going over the Church Roll to decide the best way to help those who were breaking the
Church Covenant.”

That the “general rules” of the church did not speak to all matters of concern and
that the board felt a responsibility on occasion to address these “gray areas” is seen in
the following board action in 1939:

Motion passed that the Board go on record as ringhe favor of our Sunday School classes going to
public tea rooms and such places to hold theisalasetings and socials; and that the pastor inférm
Kidd, Teacher of the Sunshine Class of this actisrthey were planning to hold their meeting at the
Gibson Tea Room.

Conflicts that arose among members, whether between husband and wife, two
“brothers” in the church, or even the pastor and a lay leader, were matters to be
resolved by the board. For example, in August, 1931, “Bro. Lane & Bro. Stroud were

appointed to go see Bro. and reported every-thing settled

satisfactorily.”
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The life of the church during the Ruth years reflected clearly the commitment of
the pastor to evangelism and prayer. Just as Reverend Ruth’s life was permeated with
prayer, the programs and projects of the church were permeated with prayer. The
Wednesday night prayer services at the church and the Friday night cottage prayer
meetings in homes of the members were essential to the success of the regular church
revival services and the special tent meetings, as well as the mill meetings conducted
during the lunch hour by the pastor and other church members.? The Christian Workers
Evangelistic Club, formed by a group of concerned church members, continued the tent
meeting evangelism, begun by the pastor, into the 1940s.

However, the commitment to foreign missions was much less pronounced than
was commonly true of Pilgrim Holiness churches. Reverend Ruth explained that his
desire was to build a strong home church that could then serve as a base for foreign
mission work. While his intention was good and his position a reasonable one, there is
little evidence that the growth and success of the church led to an increased
commitment to foreign missions.

Much of the growth and success of the church resulted from a willingness on the
part of the pastor and his people to consider new programs in an effort to meet the
varying needs of the congregation. Excerpts from church minutes reflect a number of

special efforts to meet the needs of the children. In April, 1925, a “Motion carried to

2 In an interview a few years before his death, Rewér]. A. Grout talked about Reverend Ruth andhiilie
meetings: “...back in those days they had what ydiustaop meetings.’ It was quite a thing in thatyd- go in
factories at the noon hour, take some singers, sam® good lively singing. Then he would speak. aAesult,
they would come to hear him at his church. Thatus be a tremendous thing ‘til finally a buncHhjatk-leg
preachers’ (you know what | mean of course) théyeu it by just getting up there ranting and ravamgl carrying
on in the services, the mills got so disgusted Withey said no more services.

| know | was here [at the High Point Pilgrim Hass Church] in 42 for the revival. The singergeve
from Indiana (don’t remember their names — twoesgt anyway, we would go down to the mill (I thithley had
an accordion), they'd sing then I'd speak. Thewldanvite them to services that night. We'd gefad crowd to
come.
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have a service for the children in the basement, on Sunday nights during the revival.”
The August 26, 1925 minutes contain the following in the list of church offices: “Bro
Earnest Albertson Blackboard drawing — C. A. Lain assistant.” These men were
responsible to provide a chalk drawing each Sunday to illustrate the Sunday school
lesson. In April, 1927, “It was moved and carried to appoint a committee of three to
make plans to secure trucks for the purpose of bringing children from neglected parts of
town to Sunday School. Committee Bros. C. A. Lain, Earnest Albertson and Jesse
Jennings with the Sunday-School Supt.” A motion passed in December, 1938, “to
assemble the children in the Intermediate and Primary Departments in the Women'’s
Bible Class room for the morning preaching service, the teachers to sit with them to
keep order.”

Concern for the youth was apparent in a board action from September, 1942:

Motion was passed to ask Jack Farlow, PresideYitRufS. to present to the Church Board in writing hi
ideas regarding improvements and things he wokidtb see done for the Y.P.S., so that the Boaltd wi
better understand his thoughts and be able tovegligently in the matter.

But, it may be that some of this concern was motivated by the failure of past efforts to
deal with the behavior problems among the youth. Some of these efforts between 1928

and 1942 are cited below:

Matter in regard to misbehavior was brought up amabtion carried that members of the
advisory board and ushers sit in back of churchtanth keep order.

It was noted to have Bro. Jessie Jennings corifarhis assistant S. S. Supt. And Primary Supt.
In having them assist him in keeping order in toed&ay School.

Motion passed to instruct the ushers to exerbisie authority in keeping order in and around the
church.

Motion passed that the Sunday School Supt. Andtass Supt. See that the classes make less
noise going to and returning from the class rooms.

Motion passed to try an educational program foroath to keep boys from going up in the
gallery.
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Motion passed that the pastor make an announcdmsemthe pulpit and ask the ushers to watch
for any talking and disturbance in the rear of@neirch during services.

Motion passed to have Melvin Howard and J. A. Caefigsit in the rear of the church in an
effort to eliminate talking and disturbance amamg young people during services.

Motion passed that another announcement be mantetfre pulpit regarding talking and
disturbance by the young people during services.

A motion carried that an announcement be made thenpulpit regarding sticking chewing gum
on the benches and floors in the church.

Special Sunday school programs contributed positively to the life of the church
and were effective in increasing attendance. They could also have other positive effects
as was indicated by plans made early in January, 1928

... to set aside thé"Sunday in Jan. as “Family Sunday”, each membéteBunday School to b [sic]
invite his whole family to come and sit with him$ S. and Church. A special offering to be taten
that day to swell our treasury. The teachers todiled together and notified that we may work tbhge

The Sunday school was also used to address social issues of special interest as
when Melvin Howard was appointed “to teach prohibition throughout the Sunday
School.” And it was the Sunday School Board that was given the responsibility in 1927
to organize a “Home Department,” an early extension program.

Occasionally the advisory board was called upon to deal with challenges that
called for a modern-day Joshua or someone who could do something about the sun.
On one such occasion the lot fell to “Sister Kennedy.” A motion was passed by the
board “to have a committee look after windows in church to provide some means of
preventing the sun shining through the same.” A month later, December 23, 1929,

Sis. Kennedy was appointed to confer with SistibeAson in regards to seating her class to
prevent the light from the windows shining in thieices and to also inform Sis. Albertson of futpli@ns
to arrange suitable class rooms as soon as possittleilding additions to the church.

Just over four years later the same problem arose again in a different location. But no

resolution of the problem was reported:
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Motion passed to have a committee investigate atpaliing some arrangement to prevent the glare of
the sun in the South windows from being so disadykeeto those who sit in the Amen corner. Jesse
Jennings and Bro. Ruth committee.

Other especially interesting board committees were the one appointed “to
investigate the matter of upholstering seats in church for the elderly ladies” (the matter
was dropped a month later), and the one composed of E. L. Franklin that was
“appointed to speak toa Mr. _ about spiting in one of the heat registers in the
church.”

By 1942 there were some members in the church who felt that Reverend Ruth
was no longer able to carry on the pastoral leadership of the church without assistance.
When Reverend J. A. Grout came from his church in Troy, North Carolina to hold the fall
revival that year, several folk decided he would make an excellent assistant. On a
Sunday afternoon after the revival, a carload of church leaders drove to Troy to inquire if
Reverend Grout would consider coming in the assistant’s role. He asked if Reverend
Ruth wanted an assistant, and realizing that Reverend Ruth was not aware of the visit,
he refused to allow his name to be considered.

In November, 1942, a motion was passed to employ Reverend Paul Trissel and
his wife for a four or five month trial period. In February, 1943, the call was extended
“for the remainder of the conference year” and the salary was increased from $25.00 to
$30.00 a week “plus Victory Tax.” While there seemed to be some confusion about
what Reverend Trissel was to do, he was assigned one extremely difficult task. Ethel
Kennedy and Edna Andrews were named as a committee “to get up a list of the boys in
service, members away in defense work, etc., so that arrangements can be made with

Mr. Trissel to write these people regularly.”
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The original list contained 46 “Men In Service Who Have Relatives Belonging To
The Church,” 9 “Men In Service Who Are Members Of The Church,” 5 “Men In Service
Who Have Relatives That (are) members of The S. S.,” and 20 “Church Members [and
in some cases families] Who Have Moved Away.” From 1942 to 1944 the number of
church members declined from 463 to 393. Faced with declining attendance and
weakening morale, and in poor health himself, Reverend Ruth resigned effective July
30, 1944, after receiving a small but increased number of negative votes at the annual
church meeting. Years later he reflected on the decision and stated simply, “In 1944 we
felt Our work was done in H. P. H. C.”

After serving for four years as Field Representative for Pilgrim Bible College, as
pastor at Ramseur and Kildee, North Carolina for three years, for a short time as an
evangelist, and for over three years as pastor at Burlington, North Carolina, Reverend
Ruth retired from pastoral work in 1958 at the age of 72. He returned to his home in
Archdale and once again became an active member of the Pilgrim Holiness Church in

High Point, serving as teacher of a men’s Bible class.
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Men’s Bible Class, November 7, 1971

1° Row — Seated L-R: W. S. Houser, A. J. Poole, Rev. O. L. Ruth, H. T. Frazier, W. B. Gaddy
2" Row — L-R: Norman McDonald, Joe Hoover, E. L. Jones, D. D. McMahon, J. W. Bean, John Lain, J. P. Venable
3 Row — L-R: Gordie Foster, Pres.; John McAden, Treas.; Charles Voncannon, W. S. Brown, J. O. Meadows,
W. P. Eudy, Paul Duncan, Fred McDaniel
4" Row — L-R: D. F. Davis, W. B. Jones, Garfield Robbins, Stamey Stroud, J. R. Hedrick, C. W. Elmore,

R. T. Chambers, W. T. Alleson, Paul Thornburg, Y. M. Mooney, Winfred Beck, Secy.; Dr. Clyde A.
Parker, Associate Pastor

He was appointed Pastor Emeritus in 1959 and when the new church was built
on North Centennial Avenue the chapel at the north end of the church was named
The O. L. Ruth Chapel. The toll of the years on the man was evidenced when he

concluded a brief summary of his ministry by writing, “at 78 | am Just Plain Tired.”
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On Sunday, September 4, 1977, at the age of 91, Reverend O. L. Ruth suffered

a heart attack and died about 2:00 a.m. at his home.
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Jesse Adrian Grout, Sr. (1910-1985)

Keene to Kingswood

The father of a godly man has cause for joy — whedsure a wise son is! How does a man become
wise? The first step is to trust and reverencd.trd!
Proverbs 23:24, 25 and 1:7 (Living Bible)

October 30, 1910 was the beginning of great joy for David and Emma Grout, for
on that day God blessed them with a second son, Jesse Adrian. Only God knew that
this babe, born in the Wesleyan Methodist parsonage in Keene, Kansas, would grow up
to become one of the greatest ministers of the Gospel ever to serve his Master and the
Wesleyan Church.

Adrian was one of four children: a sister, Gladys, born six years earlier; a brother,
Paul, four years older; and a sister, Hope, who was taken in infancy to be with the Lord.

On the morning following Adrian’s birth his big brother, Paul, perhaps concerned

by the crying of the new baby, came over to his bed bringing him a piece of cornbread
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to assuage his hunger. This brotherly concern was characteristic of the relationship
existing within the Grout family, for the home of Reverend David Grout was a Godly
home; a home in which it was a privilege to grow up; a home permeated by Christian
love.

Two events during the first three years of Adrian’s life clearly indicated that God
was watching over him in a special way. The first occurred late one Sunday evening
after his mother had spoken at the evening service at the church in Keene. At the time
his father was speaking at another church on his circuit that was a considerable
distance away.

It was a warm summer evening and one of the young men in the church,
deciding he needed a drink of water, drew a bucket of water from the well, drank a
dipper full, and carried the remainder of the bucket of water to the porch of the
parsonage.

After the evening service Emma Grout returned to the parsonage, sent Gladys
and Paul upstairs to bed, and placed young Adrian in his crib in the hall near the stairs.
Shortly after, a summer storm hit in all its fury. Mrs. Grout, concerned about the
children’s safety, called seven year old Gladys who managed to awaken Paul and
together they came downstairs to wait with their mother for the storm to subside.

As Gladys and Paul were entering the sitting room, Mrs. Grout went to the crib to
get Adrian. As she bent over to pick him up, lightning struck the house and instantly the
stairs were in flames from top to bottom. She turned, handed Adrian to Gladys, and
rushed to the porch for the water bucket. Returning quickly, she doused the flames with

the water.
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When Reverend Grout returned the next day and investigated the damage, he
found where lightning had struck in the upstairs bedroom and where it had ripped a
piece of weather-boarding from the house. He also found the remains of an umbrella
on the stairway, its steel misshapen by the heat.

The near tragedy of that night led to the decision by the church board to install
lightning rods to try to insure greater safety at the parsonage — a decision that nearly
split the church because some of the congregation felt it was evidence of a lack of trust
in God.

The second event occurred during the winter of 1912 when Adrian became ill
with a kidney infection. Keene, Kansas had just been swept by a vicious winter storm
leaving snowdrifts up to ten feet deep and making travel impossible, when Adrian’s
condition began to worsen. Reverend Grout called the nearest doctor, knowing he
probably would not be able to come, but hoping perhaps someone could make it
through the snow and bring the badly needed medicine.

No one could come and Adrian’s temperature continued to rise. Realizing that
the situation was critical, Reverend Grout called the family together around Adrian’s bed
and led them in prayer for his healing. God heard and miraculously, the fever subsided
and his recovery began.

Reverend David Grout had received his ministerial training at God’s Bible School
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, lllinois. In Chicago he met
Emma, a student who had attended Normal School in Kansas for teacher training
before coming to Moody Bible Institute. David’s training had prepared him well for what

lay ahead when he moved with his family to Pasadena, California in 1914.
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After holding two pastorates for a short period of time, he accepted a teaching
position at Nazarene University in Pasadena and served for a term as principal of the
elementary school division. It was here that Adrian began his formal education in the
fall of 1916, just prior to his sixth birthday.

One of the most memorable happenings of that first school year was the day the
school was visited, not by “Mary’s little lamb,” but by a small burro. The one story
school building was built with the entrance very near the ground and it was no problem
for the little burro to walk right in. However, when diminutive Miss Westgate tried to
coax the animal out she found it to be somewhat difficult. When she finally completed
the task she returned to the classroom to find Adrian and the other pupils hiding under
their desks, fearful that the wild marauder would return.

During this time the Grout family attended the University Church of the Nazarene,
pastored by Reverend Seth C. Rees.

While in Pasadena, Reverend Grout was battling health problems and finally in
1917, at the advice of his doctor, he moved with his family to a small ranch in Oakdale,
California. Here he supported the family from the proceeds procured by farming. Life
on the ranch was hard but happy.

The family attended a small Free Methodist Church, since there was no
Nazarene Church in the area, and several memorable occurrences are related directly
to this church. Not long after moving to the ranch six-year-old Adrian, who loved to go
to church, decided he would attend service on a weekday evening while the rest of the
family was busy with the work on the ranch. His parents, knowing of his intentions,

decided that if he wanted to go they would let him.
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Since it was getting dark Adrian took a lighted lantern and set out for church. Not
far from the house a gust of wind blew out the lantern and suddenly the fence posts,
which looked so harmless in the daylight, began to take on the appearance of angry
bears. Fearing for his life, Adrian began to cry for help and, fortunately, big brother Paul
heard him and came to the rescue.

On another occasion Adrian, who had injured his foot and was not to be walking
on it, was left at home with Paul while his parents went off to church. They had just
situated themselves comfortably on the second pew from the front — their usual seating
place — when to their great surprise Paul came down the aisle carrying Adrian
piggyback and the two of them seated themselves on the front pew. Adrian, not
wanting to miss the church service, had persuaded Paul to carry him all the way.

The lack of workers at the church in Oakdale was clearly evidenced when
Gladys, a seventh grader at the time, became the teacher of the Sunday school class
for the small children.

While at Oakdale the Grout children attended the public grade school, but
Reverend Grout wanted his children to attend a Christian school. When the opportunity
arose for him to return to Pasadena to serve as principal of the grade school program at
Pilgrim Bible College® he accepted the position, and in 1919 he moved his family back
to Pasadena.

The next few years were busy, mischievous ones for Adrian, and one of his great
delights was making life difficult for sister Gladys’ suitors. One such poor soul, when

approaching the Grout house with a box of candy for Gladys, had the misfortune of

3 Reverend Seth C. Rees and the congregation ofilgreniPTabernacle, an independent church organiaelline
of 1917 by the former constituents of the Univers§thurch who had been expelled from the SouthetificBzia
District of the Nazarene Church, established Rilggible College.
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running into Paul and Adrian who promptly absconded with the candy, leaving him
empty handed.

However, it was young Frank Henry who bore the brunt of Adrian’s agitations.
When Frank would come to see Gladys they would seat themselves on the davenport in
the living room, hoping to be able to carry on a courting conversation, but almost without
fail Adrian would show up, seat himself comfortably on the floor in front of the davenport
and proceed to tell all the stories he could remember hearing at school, giving little or no
regard to Frank’s suggestions that he had told enough stories for one evening.

One night when Frank’s courting had kept him a little later than usual, he and
Gladys were startled by the sound of Reverend Grout’s shoe hitting the floor as he
prepared for bed in the room directly above them. They hastily concluded that this was
a signal for Frank to depart. Somehow Adrian found out about this and the next time
Frank came to see Gladys they were hardly settled comfortably on the davenport before
there was a loud thud as Adrian dropped his hiking boot to the floor in the room above
them in an effort to frighten Frank away. But Frank was undaunted by Adrian’s antics
and several years later Gladys became Mrs. Frank Henry.

Leaving California as soon as school was out in 1924, thirteen-year-old Adrian
traveled with his family as part of an evangelistic team that held a series of tent
meetings in Arizona. Many souls were won for Christ during that summer, but the team
was hampered in its efforts because there was no one who could communicate
adequately with the Spanish-speaking people who sought help at the altar. Paul was so
touched by the plight of the Spanish-speaking people that he determined that with

God'’s help he would learn the language and return to help them.
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After completing the academy program at Pilgrim Bible College, Paul attended
Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, and later received a Masters Degree in Education
from the University of Texas. He did learn to speak Spanish and he did not forget those
people. He devoted his entire life to the work of Jesus Christ among the Spanish-
speaking people of Texas and Mexico.

During the following year Adrian became especially fond of Zane Grey’s novels
and the more he read the more he wanted to see the country he was reading about.
Finally his desires got the best of him and he decided to run away and see the West of
which Grey had written.

Adrian and an older friend, Lester Whitmore, planned to run away together but, to
make apprehension more difficult, they decided to use assumed names and travel
separately from Pasadena to a rendezvous point in Arizona. And so it was that Adrian
Grout, alias Harper Bloodstone, left Pasadena, California and headed east across the
desert. Problems beset the young traveler almost from the beginning. His money
began to run out quickly, he was attacked by a severe case of homesickness made
worse by the records about home he heard playing in the hotels where he stayed, and
worst of all he forgot the fictitious name that Lester was using and was unable to
rendezvous with him.

With his money gone and only a morsel of cheese and crackers left, Adrian came
to himself and realized that there really was no place like home. After finding a place to
stay with Reverend Wright, a minister he had met the summer before during a tent
meeting, Adrian sat down and wrote his parents a letter asking their forgiveness and

telling them that he wished very much to return home.
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Reverend Grout mailed his son the money needed for bus fare, and with great
joy and some apprehension Adrian boarded the bus for California. When he arrived at
the stop nearest Pasadena, his father was waiting. The two weeks his son had been
away had seemed much longer for both of them.

When Adrian arrived home he found his violin and bow on top of the piano just as
he had left them, and the little bunch of wild violets he had picked for his mother just
before he left home was still in the vase, their beauty faded. On the table he found a
meal fit for a king. And on the bed in his room he found his suit freshly pressed and a
new shirt and tie.

There was, however, one great difference between the adventures of Adrian and
those of an earlier prodigal son — during the entire time he was away Adrian did not
once neglect to take time for his daily devotions, nor did he even once participate in any
activities that his parents or his church would have thought questionable.

It is possible that Adrian thought the Lord was punishing him for his wayward
wandering when he arrived at church the morning after his return and was met on the
church porch by Mrs. G. Arnold Hodgin, the pastor’s wife, who right in front of his
teenage friends gave him a big hug and kiss. This, plus the ribbing of his friends, may
have seemed like almost too much.

During the spring of 1927 Reverend and Mrs. Roy Phillips, who had been
commissioned by the California Conference of the Pilgrim Holiness Church to do
missionary work in the Calaveras Mountains, contacted school officials at Pilgrim Bible
College and asked for several young people to help with a series of tent meetings

planned for the coming summer. When the school year ended Orville Sickler, Thomas
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Hoos, and Adrian Grout loaded up the old Buick that Adrian’s parents had gotten him
and headed for Angel's Camp, a small mountain community 150 miles due north of
Devil’'s Den and approximately 300 miles north of Pasadena.

The evangelistic party of seven was housed with the Phillipses and the total
financial support for the group was the twenty to thirty dollars a month that the district
provided. Realizing the dire straits they were in and being a strong, energetic young
man, Adrian found employment with the farmers in the valley, pitching hay or doing
whatever else there was to do. After working all day he would return to the house at
Angel's Camp and contribute the money he had earned to be used toward the re-
supplying of the family larder. Then in the evenings he would help provide music for the
tent meeting services.

Adrian had loved music from early childhood and had learned to play the violin
and trombone and also to sing. One quiet morning, when he was still a very small child
back in Keene, Kansas, he heard a burro braying and said to his mother, “Mamma, isn’t
that pitty moosic.” This may have been indicative of his early interest in music but,
fortunately, his musical tastes improved with age. His musical talents were to play a
significant role in his life over the next several years.

In 1928 Adrian completed high school at Pilgrim Bible College and made the
decision to attend Kingswood College in Kentucky for ministerial training, a decision
that was no doubt influenced by the excellent role models provided by Seth C. Rees
and G. Arnold Hodgin, two of his pastors during his days in Pasadena. It was also the
decision of W. L. Surbrook, who had been teaching in Pasadena, to move to Kingswood

to head the school there, that encouraged Adrian to look in that direction for college. At
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the age of seventeen Adrian packed his bags, told his parents and his girlfriend

goodbye, and boarded the train for the trip east.

Kingswood to High Point

At Kingswood Adrian’s musical talents and speaking ability were to provide him
with many opportunities to travel, opportunities that honed his budding skills as a
preacher and led him to a “helpmeet” for life. He sang with Everett Shellhamer, Leroy
Adams and Paul Finch in the Kingswood College Quartet. They were talented singers
and each young man also played a wind instrument, providing a wind quartet with a
saxophone, two coronets, and Adrian’s trombone.

It was while traveling with Reverend R. G. Finch and the Quartet in revival
services during the summer of 1929 that Adrian met Mabel Covington at Staunton,
Virginia. Itis interesting to note that this was the only place he was “called down” by
Brother Finch for talking with the girls. Mabel claimed later that he was only talking with
her.

When Adrian returned to California for the Christmas holidays in 1929 he broke
off his engagement with the girlfriend back home. During the spring of 1930 he wrote
Mabel and included with the letter a handsome picture of himself, posed by the Pacific
Ocean. On another picture of himself, taken at the same time, he wrote, “For beauty,
I’'m not a star, Others are handsomer far, But my face, | don’t mind it, For I'm behind it,
Those in front get the jar.”

Early in the summer of 1930 Mabel and Adrian met during camp meeting in

Cincinnati, Ohio and had their first date. They double dated with Philip Stone, whose
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father was then the editor of The Advocate®, and who, more importantly on this
occasion, had a car that he allowed his son to use. During the remainder of the
summer nineteen-year-old Adrian traveled with Everett Shellhamer holding revival
services in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. He also kept up a regular correspondence
with Mabel.

In August of 1930 he arrived in Staunton, Virginia with Roland Mitchell,
supposedly for the purpose of attending the Staunton Camp. In September both Adrian
and Mabel attended the General Conference of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, held in
Frankfort, Indiana. Church meetings provided a convenient natural meeting place
during these early Depression days. Although Reverend Covington was at the
Conference, Mabel was chaperoned by Miss Beatrice Van Vranken, a schoolteacher
who was later to serve as a missionary to India under the auspices of the Oriental
Missionary Society. Mabel remembered “Miss Van” as being “really strict.” However,
by missing meals she was able to be with Adrian, and there they were engaged to be
married.

During the fall and winter of 1930 and the early spring of 1931, Adrian was active
in revival work in California. He returned to Virginia in April 1931 and held a revival
meeting at Remlik, where Margaret Hankins was pastoring, a meeting attended by
Mabel. Finally, on July 7, 1931, at the Pilgrim Holiness Church in Staunton, Virginia,
Adrian and Mabel were married in a ceremony performed by the bride’s father. The
groom, who was suffering from strep throat and running a fever, determined that the

wedding would go on “even if | have to be carried in on a stretcher.”

* The Advocatevas the official magazine of The Pilgrim Holinedsugch.
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For the remainder of the summer after the wedding Adrian continued to conduct
tent meetings with H. S. Bennett. One lasting result of these efforts was the founding of
the Pilgrim Holiness Church in Waynesboro, Virginia.

In the fall of 1931 the Grouts accepted their first pastorate at Radford, Virginia, in
a little church with an average of 25 to 30 in attendance for Sunday school. While at
Radford, Adrian preached the first Sunday of each month at a church at Hemlock,
Virginia. From Radford they forded the Roanoke River four times before reaching this
church. The Grouts spent two nights a month visiting with the mountain folk and on
these occasions stayed in the home of a Mr. And Mrs. Stuart. Sunday school
attendance at Hemlock ran about 50 and during revival services the church was
“packed out.” But the most memorable day of the Grout’s fourteen-month stay at
Radford was September 28, 1932, when their only child, Adrian, Jr., was born.

Following Reverend Grady Castevens as pastor at Hillsboro, North Carolina,
proved to be an extremely difficult experience. During the preceding year Reverend
Castevens’ wife, Freda, had died suddenly leaving the church in a state of shock. And,
the Depression was becoming more severe. The young Grouts never seemed to fit in.
However, during the year Reverend Grout was called to the Durham Pilgrim Holiness
Church as the speaker for a revival meeting and he must have done well, for at the
1934 District Conference he was appointed to the West Durham charge.

When he came to Durham the congregation was worshipping in an old frame
church fronting on an alley. Feeling the need to move the church to the street, Grout,
with the aid primarily of Sunday school boys, cut and skinned logs and built a log

church. Although not experienced as a carpenter he did most of the work himself. He
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would ask a local carpenter to show him how to build a window frame, or whatever he
needed, then copy the work. But this was time consuming. Adrian, Jr., who was about
two years of age, at the time, was heard by a neighbor to say “Church, church, church,
church,” in obvious disgust because his father was spending most of his time there and
little time with him.

During the construction of the church a little boy from the community kept getting
in Adrian’s way while he was working. Fearing that the little tyke would get hurt, and
annoyed by his refusal to listen to instructions to move back out of the way, Adrian
turned to him and said, “Boy, you’'ve got ancestors.” The little boy adamantly denied it,
thinking it was some terrible disease. When the pastor reaffirmed that he did have
ancestors, the little fellow ran home to check with his mother, and Adrian returned to his
work.

The days at Durham were happy, yet discouraging days. The church had no
parsonage and was not able to pay the pastor enough to meet the family’s living
expenses. The Grout’s lived with a Wilson family who attended the church. On weeks
when the offering for the pastor was not enough to pay the rent, Mr. Wilson would not
charge them anything. Mabel had to go to work at the local dime store to help support
the family. Her meager earnings helped cover basic expenses and enabled the couple
to meet the $3.00 per week payments on a Dodge coupe, fondly referred to as their
“puddle jumper.” However, these arrangements were less than satisfactory for Pastor
Grout who decided he would have to move to a church that could support them so

Mabel would not have to work, or he would leave the ministry. This was a difficult
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decision in light of the growth in average Sunday school attendance from 28 during his
first year to 46 during the second.

While pasturing at Durham, Adrian held two revivals at the Pilgrim Holiness
Church in Troy, North Carolina, where his brother-in-law, Frank Henry, was pastoring.
When Frank left Troy in the fall of 1935 to go to Winston-Salem, Adrian was called and
accepted the pastorate at Troy. The Troy church paid a salary of $8.00 per week and
furnished a parsonage. The good country folks who attended the church also gave
liberally of the produce they raised. And, by 1934 The Depression was beginning to
level off. When the Grouts arrived that fall, average attendance in the Sunday school
was 63 and the people were meeting in an old frame church building that was literally a
fire hazard. Nine years later the Grouts left Troy with an average Sunday school
attendance of 182 and a new brick church building.

Reverend S. M. Stikeleather, the Superintendent of the Carolina District of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church, was so fearful that the old Troy Church was going to burn that
when visiting there he would go outside before retiring at night just to take a good look
at the church so he could remember what it looked like, just in case it burned during the
night. One Sunday morning during the second song, the church did catch fire.
However, Pastor Grout and the men of the congregation had it out in time for the
morning sermon. The pews were a little wet but that was considerably better than a
flaming seat. There was a standing joke among the members of the volunteer fire
department that the preacher put the fires out in his end of town before they could get

there.



42

In spite of The Depression, the congregation launched into a building program.
Thanks to cooperative people eager to build and faithful to tithe, a beautiful brick church
was built. Many people in the church and in the community pledged the $12.50 needed
to purchase a thousand bricks, one of several methods used to raise the needed funds.

Mill workers in the mid-1930s were still getting work only three days a week due
to The Depression. But the suffering brought on from the poor economic conditions was
small indeed when compared with the sufferings that were soon to come as a result of
World War Il. A number of men from the church were called into service. And, when
the son of a near neighbor was killed, it was almost more than Mabel could stand. Her
nerves bothered her greatly during this period. Adrian, with God’s help, remained
strong throughout the war and was able to minister greatly to those in need.

In the fall of 1942 Reverend Grout was called for a revival meeting at the Pilgrim
Holiness Church in High Point, North Carolina. The first night of the meeting his sermon
title was “Strength in the Things That Remain.” His preaching made a lasting
impression on some of the church members, and they liked what they saw in the man.
Later that year a self-appointed delegation from the High Point church drove down to
Troy on a Sunday afternoon to ask Reverend Grout if he would consider coming to High
Point as an assistant pastor to Reverend Ruth. Years later he remembered his
response: “l told them | wouldn’t consider if for two reasons. First of all | had a bigger
job being pastor of Troy Church than | would as assistant pastor at High Point. Second,
High Point’s pastor didn’t want an assistant pastor.” Ruth had shared his feelings about

an assistant with Grout when they were together during the revival.
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When Reverend Ruth resigned as pastor of the High Point church in the summer
of 1944 the District Superintendent, William S. Deal, met with the church board to
discuss a successor. He seemed particularly interested in bringing Reverend William
Neff. The church loved Neff as a revival speaker, but the board did not feel he was the
“pastor type.” At a second meeting with the board Deal again tried to recommend Neff.
One of the board members spoke up and said, “Is there anything wrong with Grout?”
Deal, who was Grout’s senior by a year or two, replied, “Not unless it would be that he’s
a little bit too young. Due to his youth | wouldn’t say he’d be the one.” The board
member responded, “Well, | tell you we want a Southerner,” not knowing that Grout was
a transplanted Kansan who had come by way of Californian. When it was put to a vote
the board voted to call Reverend Grout. Shortly after, the church affirmed the board’s
decision with a strong vote in favor of extending a call. Grout asked for time to seek the
Lord’s will, and after several weeks of prayer felt clear to accept.

At this point Superintendent Deal asked that he not tell the Troy church board but
wait and let him break the news at his next visit which was to have been in a short time.
However, the news leaked out and the Troy board met with Reverend Grout and offered
to raise his salary if he would stay. His decision was not based on money.

But during the short time between his announced resignation at Troy and his
leaving for High Point, the people from the Troy church had a special opportunity to
show their generosity to the Grouts, for during this time Mabel became ill and had to be
hospitalized in Charlotte, North Carolina. The church folks raised the money to pay her

entire bill.
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Between Reverend Ruth’s resignation, which was effective July 30, 1944, and
Reverend Grout’'s assumption of duties which began on September 3, 1944, the First
Pilgrim Holiness Church of High Point held a dedicatory service for its new church
building. Excerpts from information prepared on this occasion present clearly the great
work Reverend Ruth had done and the formidable task Reverend Grout was

undertaking:
August 27, 1944

The services to be held at First Pilgrim Holin€ssirch at 11 o’clock a.m. Sunday will mark
another milestone in the 31 years it has servedctimmmunity. Since the church is to be dedicatkd,
indebtedness for additions and renovations havesmiquidated, Sunday will probably be considered
the most important day in the history of the chusolfar. To Rev. O. L. Ruth retiring pastor, gtes
credit for the present large membership and théegeiiped building for Sunday school and worship

services.

BRIEF HISTORY

Pilgrim Holiness church was original in 1903, lgethe outgrowth of tent and brush-arbor
meetings held in the city by R. C. Teague and Re®. Hodgin.... The following pastors have served
the local church during the past 42 years: W. R, @xt. 16, 1904 to 1906; C. E. Hodgin, 1906 to.Oct
1937 [sic]; W. A. Ashley, Oct. 1907 to Jan. 1908 ECHodgin, Jan. 1908 to Aug. 1908; Rev. W. R. Cox
Aug. 1908 to Jan. 1909; Stubin D. Cox, Jan. 190%tm. 1910; M. A. Baldwin, Feb. 1910 to Nov. 1912;
O. L. Ruth, Nov. 1912 to Sept. 1944. During thet[32 years three additions of brick veneer to the
church plant have been constructed. The originddling was frame-work, 40 X 60; the new auditorium
is approximately 52 X 102. There are three assgnagms for the young people’s department, primary
and intermediate departments, and 25 classrooms.plant has two heating systems. A modern
parsonage that was constructed is how free of detiter facts worthy of note are as follows: Présen
church membership, 387; Sunday school approxim&@Qly and property value $61,000.00.

RETIRING PASTOR

Rev. O. L. Ruth will close his pastorate of therm September 3. He tendered his resignation a
few weeks ago after he had been re-elected byaghballot.... His work here since 1912 speaks for
itself being marked by the growth in church membigrérom 40 to 397; church plant changes from a
frame building to the present brick-veneer strugturhe retiring pastor has made himself usefud hém
addition to preaching, he has conducted funeréfisjaied at hundreds of marriages, and been cahgia
visitation. He is former member of the local boafd@ommissioners, and the High Point Housing
Authority board. He has been a faithful membethefHigh Point Ministers Associations, and for arye
served as its president. He has been able to edladlasses of people here, been instrumentaditing
prominent evangelists to conduct meetings in hisah and has himself been lavish with time and
strength in helping pastors on other charges. a\its citizen, pastor, and spiritual father to ynaoung
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men now serving as ordained ministers or lay evissigehe has been a workman who needs not to be
ashamed.

NEW PASTOR

Rev. J. A. Grout, the new pastor of First Pilgkioliness Church is 33 years of age, and comes to
High Point from Troy, where nine years he condueteticcessful pastorate, having constructed a new
church building and cleared the church’s debtorRa going to Troy Mr. Grout served two years in
Durham and before that served a church in Rad¥drdinia, his first pastorate.

He is a graduate of Pasadena Junior College argbsWood College in Kentucky. He was
reared in California. He and Mrs. Grout, the forikabel Covington of Staunton, Virginia, have one
child, Adrian Grout, Jr.

Mr. Grout will take over his duties here Septembet944.

South Hamilton Street to North Centennial Avenue

With 13 years of pastoral experience behind him, yet two months away from his

34™ birthday, Adrian Grout, Sr. arrived in High Point, North Carolina, to become the
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pastor of the largest Pilgrim Holiness Church in the United States. He was following a
man who was one of the most respected pastors in the entire denomination, a man who
has pastored at High Point almost as long as Reverend Grout had been alive.

But the church had fallen upon hard times brought on by the effects of the war
and Reverend Ruth’s declining health. In 1940 church membership totaled 468,
Sunday school enroliment 1,059, and Sunday school average attendance 567 — all
record highs. By 1944 total church membership was 393, Sunday school enrollment
was 800, and Sunday school average attendance had dropped to 375.

Not everyone was pleased with the new pastor and some members let him know
it. Looking back nearly forty years later Reverend Grout recalled, “They thought they
were ruined. And | couldn’t blame them, getting a young fellow in here not dry behind
the ears yet.” During his second year there was a limited “campaign” for a change and
a few members left the church and helped start a Nazarene church in town. Also, there
were 20 who voted “No” at the church meeting to the recommendation that the pastor
be called for another year. This number, which represented just over 10 percent of the
total number voting, was the largest negative vote he received, with the exception of the
year following his stroke in 1967 when just over 13 percent voted “No.”

The war was still on during that first year in High Point and the impact was felt.
Reverend Grout remembered it “putting us in some mighty tough spots sometimes.”

One of our ladies just got out of the hospitalhvdtnew baby. While she was in the hospital all
of her letters from her husband suddenly stoppeairup

In so many cases | had to go and tell them —ahgly. That will make you feel your
inexperience as much as anything, to break the fikevthat of a tragedy.

Several memorial services we had with no body—deldt in action.
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During this difficult first year Reverend Grout evidenced the caring,
compassionate heart of a true pastor, and the spirit of service that would quickly endear
him to the church and to the city. He also reaffirmed that a good sense of humor is not
only compatible with deep spirituality, but also essential to balance one’s heavy load. A
case in point was the story he liked to tell of the occasion during the war when, during a
worship service, an elderly lady requested prayer for her wayward son who was
involved in “deep sin” while serving with the armed forces somewhere in the Far East.
She explained that he knew better and had been raised right, yet he had stooped so low
that he was running around with an “old jeep.” When it was explained to her that a jeep
was a motorized vehicle used extensively for transportation by the military, she sighed
with relief and exclaimed, “I thought a jeep was a female Jap.” However, Reverend
Grout’s favorite targets in his stories and jokes were preachers.

His caring and hard work were soon rewarded by numerical growth. At the end
of his first year as pastor, Sunday school average attendance had increased from 375
to 428 and at the end of his second year had reached 511. It dipped under 500 only
one year after this when the average was 492 in 1965, the last year in the old church
building on South Hamilton Street.

The city also took notice of Reverend Grout’s work. A July 30, 1949 article in
The High Point Enterprise, featuring the Pilgrim Holiness Church, reported the following:

During the present pastor’s service of five yetrs,church has continued to grow, has purchased
a large lot in the rear of the church to help te&es of the parking problem, the parsonage has been
remodeled, and the church completely redecorated.

The present membership of the church is 376. Suraay school has an enroliment of 827. It
had an average attendance last quarter of 616 .cfiureh is free of debt; has a building fund sthiéh
which to further enlarge the Sunday school depantraea future date.
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Five years later, on November 18, 1954, The Enterprise ran the following feature
under the heading “Pastor of The Week: J. A. Grout.”

The daily life of a minister’s family is probabdylittle more complicated than that of the average
home. In addition to the familiar routine probleaisaising a family and maintaining a home, which
many times must be uprooted at short notice, timlyeschedule must be geared to meet the many
situations that arise among the church members#ilgtfor spiritual or material assistance.

The Rev. J. A. Grout, pastor of Pilgrim Holinedsugh, 710 S. Hamilton St., admits that a
minister’s life is not all peace and calm, thatnmaroblems and disappointments occur, but, asdhe
of a Wesleyan Methodist minister, he learned darlife the necessary “Give-and-take” that is atpgs
lot.

The lessons learned “on the knee of a devotedenatid over the knee of a determined father,”
he states, “were a marvelous heritage.” Growingupparsonage was an education in itself, a geeta
the years he was to spend in the ministry. Sodaching in its effect was the Christian examplaisf
parents, whom he describes as “outstanding sainteilife they led,” that his father, before hesath,
had the satisfaction of seeing his three [sic] sortsfour grandsons enter the ministry.

Music Talent

The pastor’s family moved from Keen [sic], Kanghen he was three years of age, to Pasadena,
Calif. Throughout his youth, he was active in aiiuwork. A talented violinist, he took part in the
musical programs in the church and contributedrusical ability to a quartet during his college and
seminary years at Kingswood, Ky., where he wasugtatl in 1930. During his early college days, he
was interested in interior decorating, but a chaerogark started him on the road to the ministrys H
brother had resigned a position with a very wealttan to enter the ministry, and the gentleman,
somewhat incensed at losing a capable employearkenhthat he hoped he would not follow in his
brother’s footsteps. This remark stuck in his miawd he began to ponder the wisdom of sacrifithieg
wealth of the soul for material gains. His mediitas lead to “the definite call” to the ministry.

During his travels with the college quartet, he Mess Mabel Covington, the daughter of a
minister and district superintendent, who had daeiieed “not to marry a minister.” Fortunately, she
changed her mind and has been a great help tausbahd in all the details of a pastorate which b we
gualified minister’s wife alone can handle.

A Builder

The Rev. Mr. Grout's record has been one of congawth. Following his first pastorate at
Radford, Va., where he served two years, he artiv&lrham in the depression day of 1933 to a dhurc
whose progress was stunted by cramped quarterinaelquate facilities. Money was scarce and the
need for a new church urgent, so, after some datejught, he roll-up [sic] his sleeves and, witme
volunteers, went into the woods to cut logs. Tésult was a spacious, picturesque log-chapel #st h
served the membership well, and, by the end adfemigre, the church was progressing in all departsnen

This pattern of vision and personal sacrifice veggeated in his next pastorate at Troy. By the
end of his 9-year tenure, a modern brick churchevasted, the church and parsonage freed of all
indebtedness, a bank account started, and attemtigrled. To inspire the members toward the
realization of a new church, he voluntarily cut $édary to $15 per week, the balance of his s@aiyg
into the building fund.

The Rev. Mr. Grout arrived at Pilgrim Holiness @tuin High Point in 1944. This was during
World War Il when all churches were experiencingyaid turnover of families. The attendance at the
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church had dropped to 375. Today the attendarséden built up to an average of 553, and 169 new
members have been welcomed into the church.

Ever a builder, the pastor’s plans for the neturtiinclude the building of a new parsonage and
an addition of an educational department which midlke possible an enlarged program in the Sunday
School units. A phase of the work of which heastigularly proud is the young people. Very susbds
have been his “sermonettes,” a series of briefrarag with special entertainment designed to had th
child’s attention while the spiritual lesson is jagtoss to him. He describes the entire membeghip
Pilgrim Hiliness [sic] as “the most wonderful groappeople.” He is especially proud of his teasher
who, he stated, seldom if ever miss a class...reguiti “a wonderful growth and relationship between
the pupils and teachers.”

In addition to his duties as pastor, the Rev. Ghout has served on the Conference Council for
11 years, nine of which were spent as conferenetsey; member of the Board of Directors of the
Pilgrim Bible College in Kernersville for 5 yeaemd as chairman of the Board of Education of the
Conference for several years.

He is very much interested in photography, esfigdtze 35 mm. Slides which he made in his
travels about the country. His prized picture, beer, is that of his son, J. A. Grout Jr., a seator
Asbury Seminary in Elmore [sic], Ky., who, follovgrthe family tradition, is the associate pastor of
Christ Church of Nicholsville [sic], Ky.

Exactly 19 years later, November 18, 1973, The High Point Enterprise ran
another feature under the heading “Rev. J. A. Grout: ‘We Are Still Growing.”* The
heading was appropriate for both the church and its pastor. After highlighting his early
years, the article focuses on the rapid growth of the church in the early 1970s. The
pastor’s excitement with new dimensions of ministry was apparent, as was his pride in

his church people.

When the Grouts started this local ministry therch membership was approximately 365, and
now it numbers over 500. Current average Sundayad@ttendance is 950, including the extension
schools the church operates. One of these progtam€hapel on Wheels, reaches something like 200
children a week.

Proudly, the Rev. Mr. Grout noted that this tnaif@ounted chapel is taken into many
neighborhoods on a regular basis, and childrenmigbt otherwise not have a chance for Sunday s¢hool
anxiously await its arrival in their neighborhoodehey are told stories of the Bible, led in soagd are
served refreshments. The Rev. Mr. Grout saidttiiatoften is the only opportunity some of these
children have for this kind of religious training.

Due to growth in all departments, the Hamiltore8tiproperty became overcrowded, and the
congregation began searching for more space. bHuame available some eight years ago when a tract
on N. Centennial was purchased, and constructiennagiw church started.

That construction was only the beginning.

The pastor said that after the church proper waagesl, more land than the original 17-plus acres
became available and another project was begua.Wésleyan Arms, a nursing and retirement center.

The church plant proper includes a square-footd@&,000, with a main auditorium seating 800,
the O. L. Ruth Chapel with seats for about 200, tther assembly areas and about 50 classrooms, in
addition to offices and other facilities.
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Referring to the church plant itself, the Rev. Krout noted that the mortgage on it had been
paid off 2-1/2 years ahead of time. This, he seatihe about because “we have a tremendous group of
dedicated people who are faithful in their stewhigl$o the church.”

It also was this group that, in addition to thelementation of the dream of a retirement and
nursing facility which came into being as the Wegale Arms, under-wrote the recently completed
Children’s Center, or educational building.

This center was the scene of an open house ond\@hen the public was invited to inspect the
facility which is used for both Sunday school téaghand through-the-week schooling.

The Rev. Mr. Grout said that the Center offers ciag facilities for children from the age of 2-
1/2 months upwards.

And, about 280 children attend the kindergartemfand 5 year-olds. There are two first grades,
and one second grade. Plans are to go up therlafigeade school education to tH 6

And, on Wednesday nights the Center is the scanhé Crusaders, a youth organization similar
to Scouting which offers Christian training to bdatbys and girls.

In addition to the church plant, the Wesleyan Aand the Children Center, the congregation has
also erected a parsonage on the church groundspyder. Clyde A. Parker, the associate pastor, and
paved parking lots for numerous cars.

One has to agree with the Rev. Mr. Grout whenays,s'l| stand amazed at the growth of the
church. [Sic]

The estimated total value of the First Wesleyanr€inon Centennial is conservatively placed at
$4-1/2 million. And, as the pastor said, “We dik growing.”

While the newspaper articles give a clear sense of the physical growth of the
church and some feel for the character of its pastor, one must look closer to see the
hand of God at work in His creatures of clay accomplishing His sovereign purposes. A
careful reading of the Minutes of the Official Board and of its correspondence evidences
a loving, caring people as they struggle to know and do God’s will. It also evidences
that God works in the midst of the mundane happenings of everyday life as He reveals
Himself in and through, and in spite of, His people.

The care and concern of the Board are seen in the following letter of March 31,
1945, to one of the young men serving during the war. The letter also indicates the
soldier’s attachment to his church.

Dear Gordy,

Just a friendly greeting from the Church and ardds let you know how we appreciate your
faithfulness. Everything is moving along fine badke, the Sunday School is growing and everybsdy i
getting ready for a good service on Easter. Theehig thing lacking is that you and a number of our
boys will not be present; yet we still believe thit who sees all here can also see and BE there too
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We hope that things are not too bad over theeenéws is certainly encouraging still we know
that it can not be like home. We pray that thew#dlysoon dawn when peace shall again rule in the
hearts of men and Nations.

Your check which arrives regularly each month l@esn used throughout the Sunday School, to
bolster some of the weaker classes and also teddblks know of a faithful member who doesn’tdet
his church when he is away. If this is not satigfey with you please let us know and we will chang
any way that you desire.

We have arranged a regular SERVICE MEN'’S bullegimail to all our boys in service, it is not
ready yet but we hope to send you one real soon.

Would like to hear from you anytime you can writesnember we are praying for you and
trusting God to take care of you. Also we are angly awaiting the day when you can be with usragai
so until then we’ll try to keep the home fires bain such a way that all our boys can come hame t
aplace [sic] of quiet rest and peaceful meditation.

Faithfully yours,

The Official Board of
The First Pilgrim Holiness Church
By [W. H. Farlow]

Secretary

An equally loving, but far more difficult responsibility of the Board, was that of
disciplining members. It was a responsibility that was diligently met, and was essential
if membership was to be meaningful. The Minutes of March 11, 1947 included the
following: “Motion (by JDJ-) that we have a call meeting of the Board Monday night
March 17, 1947 for the purpose of going over the Church rolls to determine who should
be visited or dealt with, Carried.”

When there was reason to believe that someone needed to be “dealt with,” the
Board did so, as is seen in the following letter from February 7, 1945:

Dear Mrs. ,

For some time now different members of the offib@ard have been approached concerning acts
commited [sic] by you, which according to the mdrai] of our church are not becoming to one @& th
members. The position of the Board is such thaivamet to be the first to help and the last to comale
to that end we are asking that you appear befer®tard at the next regular meeting, which wilhieéd
at the parsonage, 710 South Hamilton Street, Tye&88 P.M., February 27, 1945 and clear up the
charges which have been made against you.

If you desire to reply to this letter kindly usetreverse side and address same to W. H. Farlow,
High Point, N. C. (Secretary).

With kindest personal regards and a sincere disive of help in this matter we remain
faithfully yours,
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The Official Board of the First
Pilgrim Holiness Church

Even when the disciplinary action resulted in a person being removed from
membership, the concern of the Board for the individual’s future well-being was clear,
as is shown in the following letter of October 29, 1947:

Dear ,

It is with regret that we are sending you thisslethowever reports continue to reach us that you
are not conducting yourself as a member of thisr€hahould, our investigations confirm these reqport
also our Pastor has talked with you a number aédimAccordingly we have no alternative, theretbre
is your official notification that effective thisate your name is being removed from the membeiRbip
of this Church.

Our ernest desire is that whether you are a mepfitbis Church or any Church that you find a
higher mode of living, to that end we pledge you prayers and if ever we can be of help we wanttgou
call upon us.

Sincerely,

The Official Board
The First Pilgrim Holiness Church

The independent nature of the Board is illustrated by two actions involving the
pastor. The first was reported in the Minutes of a called meeting, Saturday, November
30, 1946:

All members present, opened with prayer by Brolaaid pastor.

Motion made and carried that at this called meefiro. J. D. Jennings act as chairman.
Motion (WTW sec by JWL) that board go on recordamg 100 percent behind pastor in his
meeting the problems which at this time are fativgChurch. Carried (100%)

However, an incident at the District Conference in 1947 led to a different
response and an ironic exchange of letters. During the conference the slow pace and
monotony of the reports were more than the mischievous Rev. Bob McCluskey could
stand. He prepared a humorous fictitious report and passed it to Rev. Grout, the District
Secretary, who read the report. It broke the monotony. The District Superintendent

was so upset by this “foolishness” that he began to weep. Another pastor stood and
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suggested that anyone who would write such a report, or read it, needed “to go to the
altar.” The general response was mixed with some folk laughing and others crying.

The High Point Church representatives at the conference must have been among
those who failed to see the humor, because shortly after the conference the church
Board took action to send a letter to the North Carolina District expressing concern
about “ministers behavior at conference.” The following response was received from
the District:

High Point, N. C.
Sept. 24, 1947

The Official Board of the High Point
Pilgrim Holiness Church,

712 S. Hamilton St.

High Point, N. C.

Dear Brethren:

Your letter to the Council was received, and wsles you that we appreciate your interest in the
Lord’'s work, and we assure you that we are somafything that has happened that grieved the bord
hurt His name.

Please pray for a good year in His work.

In His glad service,

District Council of the N. C. Conference
of the Pilgrim Holiness Church.

J. A. Grout, Sec.

Reverend Grout, like his predecessor Reverend Ruth, had a special gift for
ministering during times of sickness or bereavement. The church people felt his
sensitivity and compassion and when circumstances resulting from the iliness of his
parents gave them the chance, they responded in kind. Reverend Grout was called
home to California in late 1948 and found himself torn between his responsibilities to be

with his parents and his responsibilities to his church. In an effort to set his mind at
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ease, the Board approved a motion that “our pastor be instructed to remain at the
bedside of his Parents as long as he deems nescessary [sic].”

Three years later, when Reverend Grout's father died, the church expressed its
sympathy and love in a letter:

November 25, 1951

Rev. J. A. Grout
1509 Elizabeth Street
Pasadena, Calif.

Dear Mr. Grout:

We are exceedingly sorry to hear of the death af yather; however we do feel that the loss here is
Heaven’s gain.

Please convey to your mother and the other mentdbéhe family the heartfelt and sincere sympathy of
the people of this church.

May the great God of love and compassion strengswstain and comfort you and yours during the
trying days ahead.

We somehow feel that we are closer together thadidtance would indicate and while your father and
mother were, in the physical sense, complete strartg some of us, yet we also feel that through th
bonds of Christian love and fellowship we were steingers at all, because the same Christ who was a
pillar of strength and an inspiration to a wastedyy a source of comfort and understanding to @ goo
wife and mother was at the same time ministerinpéoneeds of others here in High Point; and thioug
His ministering and calling we were able to bec@oguainted with those who through the years, we
have learned to love.

We have no idea whatsoever as to the future armagigies or plans concerning your mother and yet we
are vitally interested since we feel that she le®ime one of us. We would not like to suggesthangt
that would tend to break up old ties or bonds iefnfiship or create heartaches, but we feel that you
mother, through her experience and faith in Godld/be a blessing in any community.

I am writing this letter for the church which hagjuested me to extend to your mother our humble
hospitality and the fervent hope that if definitans have not been made otherwise she considatdhe
of future abode with us.

Yours in His name,

The Pilgrim Holiness Church
By

W. H. Farlow
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The love of the church was also expressed in its continuing concern for the
financial needs of its members. Though conditions generally had greatly improved by
the mid 1940s, situations needing attention did arise from time to time. When the Board
became aware of such situations they investigated, usually with a committee of one,
received a report from the investigating committee, then responded as they deemed
appropriate.

However, the greater concern of the pastor and the Board was for church growth
and evangelism. Fall and spring revival services of ten days to two weeks duration
were a part of the annual church calendar. Much of the church correspondence during
the 1940s and 1950s was with prominent evangelists in the holiness tradition. The list
of those who served as revival speakers includes David Wilson, P. O. Carpenter,
William H. Neff, lvan Sisk, W. H. Pratt, Joshua Stauffer, E. O. Howell, Z. T. Johnson,
John Church, H. M. Couchenour, Melvin Snyder and A. S. Joppie.

That these special services were often a time of spiritual blessing for those within
the church as well as a time of outreach is a clear memory of many who experienced
these days. In November 1947, the following report was sent to The Advocate, the
official paper of the Pilgrim Holiness Church:

712 So. Hamilton Street
High Point, N. C.

The High Point, N. C. Church is glad to reporeaywsuccessful revival just closed with Rev. E.
O. Howell, evangelist and Mr. And Mrs. Frank Salwe] singers and musicians as the workers. The
services were uplifting and helpful to all in atlence. The last day of the revival was one of ualus
significance in that the spirit of the Lord wasr&ar in the morning service that Brother Howell wolid
attempt to preach but just asked the folk to mirdi Gn a few moments the alter was lined with sexke
a very gracious service indeed. The past Sundageaved into the Church 7 new members for which
we are most thankful and to God be the Glory.

The first day of the revival was the climax of @&unday School rally in which we had over 800
in attendance throughout the School. Our Sundagp@&@as progressing nicely, showing an average gain
of over 40% in membership during the past threesysaler [sic] the Spiritual guidance of our good
pastor, Rev. J. A. Grout.



56

Our aim for the conference year 1948 ! I'I'l' Adpér Sunday School and Church, a better
Sunday School and Church and a Spiritual Lighthausiee Community....

W. H. Farlow, Sec'y.

Equally important as good preaching, to the success of a revival meeting, was
good singing. Along with the Salvadores, other favorites of the church were Loren and
Augusta Brecheiser, J. Byron Crouse, and Kenneth Masterman. However, when
special song evangelists could not be obtained, local church talent was quite capable of
filling in, as the following memorandum from “The Official Board” indicates:

May 6, 1948

To the Choir Director, the Choir & all Special Sang & Musicians.

The official Board desires to take this opportynd express to each of you the heartfelt thanks
and appreciation of each member for the splendidritution you have made to our revival meeting —
the singing has been uplifting and inspirationbhunding in quality and quanity [sic] and was very
effective we believe in paving the way for Rev. lamis good messages. Our thanks also to to [sot] ea
Usher, officer, member and friend of the Church Wwkantiring efforts helped to make our revival a
success. So we say to each of you a hearty “Gass lylou” and in the day of rewards may great
recompense by yours.

Now with God’s help let us all endeavor to esttblere a true Haven of Rest for both body and
soul.

But the church realized that its goal of reaching the lost for Christ could not be
met by just inviting folk in for revival services, and the great tent meetings under
Reverend Ruth’s leadership in the 1930s had not been forgotten. On February 10,
1947 the Board approved a motion that “we have two tent meetings this Summer, one in
June and one in September, preferably with Harold Loman in June and Rev. Stout in
September...."

At the same Board meeting the decision was made to “recommend to the Church
to try to secure Mr. and Mrs. Ice as additional workers in the Church....”
Correspondence began a few days later:

411 Carter Street
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February 13, 1947

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Ice
266 Julian Avenue
E. Saint Louis, llI.

Dear Workers,

“Greetings from the folk at High Point, N. C.”

We are interested in securing workers for a twaths period — June and July, 1947, in an
endeavor to build up our Church, especially amdwegybung folk. What we have in mind is starting a
vacation Bible School in June to run approx. tweakge followed by a tent meeting for probably two
more weeks and then take the balance of the timgpkecial visitations etc.

After reading of your availability in the Advocabteir Board immediately requested that | write
you folk to see if you would accept such a calbu¥work would be directly under the pastor; would
probably start around 8:00 or 8:30 in the morniagd end at a reasonable time; of course during the
meetings there would be plenty of night servicesc&l services and visits would also be arranged,
other words you could expect a full two month’s e ¥fill believe that the Human is HUMAN and we
would not expect more than your best. There idowubt that during this time you could have a
wonderful experience in this line of work, meetwid friends and making new ones, but of course you
realize all this.

Now as to the financial side we feel that we ciergyou $200.00 monthly plus your living
expenses, that is your room and board. We eaymesfiiest that you consider this proposition
prayerfully and at your very earliest convenierateus have your reply. (Yours for greater thingslis
service.)

W. H. Farlow, Sec'y.
The Ices accepted, and several exchanges of letters later, wrote as follows:
April 8, 1947
Dear Farlows’

Well here we are again! We were just talking dabariting you all, about Vacation Bible School,
when we received your letter.

We have been looking around for ideas about nadtieni the school, but as yet, we have not
heard from any of the samples we sent for. Weghbmaybe we could get some good ideas from these,
but of course, since we haven’'t heard anythingwetcan’t comment on the subject. Of course, we ha
our object lessons and flannelgraph that we witigpelong. But any materials that you get will be
perfectly all right with us. We’re awfully anxiodis come. After hearing the folks and the Groatk t
about you folk, well we're looking forward to congin Of course, | remember N. C. and Bud says he
feels like he knows everyone there already.

Yes, we have a car, and the Lord willing, we’llzmoming down there in it for the first of June.

By the way, mother was telling us that there e member in the Farlow family.
Congratulations! | know you're proud of him.

Well, I must close for now. I'm sorry that | colmlt be of more help about the material for the
School, but maybéll hear from them soon.

May God bless you.

Yours in Him,
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The Ices.

The Ices did come, the Vacation Bible School was held in early June, and it was
followed by a two -week tent meeting. There is no indication in the church records of
the spiritual success of the tent meeting, but the records do indicate that the offerings
were very good. All the money received was distributed to cover direct expenses of the

meetings and to pay the evangelists. The disbursements are listed below:

Advertising $ 22.50
Lights 10.00
Tent expenses, moving 80.00
Piano — moving 10.00
Singers (The Ices’) 172.50 ($30 adered as board.)
Rev. Harold Loman 500.00
795.00

The Church Minutes provide a glimpse of the potpourri of activities and events
that were a part of the life of the church and that challenged the wisdom and energy of
its leaders. During the summer of 1948 the Board was faced with the difficult decision
regarding the possibility of closing the children’s departments in the Sunday school
because of the polio epidemic. It determined “that until such time as the Ministerial
Assoc. Health officials or majority of the Churches advocate the closing of the Children’s
depts. in the Sunday School, that we continue the classes as usual....” The shortage of
available space led to problems when several Sunday school classes wanted the same
room, and the Board was called upon to mediate. The Board was also responsible for
determining whether or not “two robed attendants [would] bring in and carry away the
communion trays — color of robes to be selected at a later date,” or if hearing aids
should be installed in the church. The Minutes of the Board meeting on February 8,

1949 conclude with, “Nuts and Raisons enjoyed by all, Dismissed by Rev. Grout.” And
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on at least one occasion the whole church was left in the dark. The Minutes of June 30,
1948 report that the lights went out during the annual church meeting. The vote was
completed two weeks later.

Under Reverend Grout’s leadership the church gave special attention to
strengthening the Sunday school program, addressing the needs of children and youth,
increasing involvement in outreach, and meeting the facility needs of expanding
programs.

Sunday School

The Sunday school grew rapidly during Reverend Grout’s first three years with
average attendance increasing from 375 in 1944 to 549 in 1947. This growth was due
in part to improved facilities and sensitivity to the needs of the members. A letter of
request, to which the Board responded favorably in January 1948, illustrates the latter.

November 3, 1947
Official Board
c/o Rev. J. A. Grout
710 South Hamilton St.
High Point, N. C.

Gentlemen:

At a recent meeting of the Glear@irls' Class a motion was made and seconded for the secitetary
present to the board a written petition concermirggorganization of a new class for the girls whe a
sixteen and over and who are not married. It wieldlearly understood by all who join that theyl wi
have to proceed to the next class when they marry.

We feel that the Sunday School would profit by #sshere are ten or more girls in our class whoato
wish to go to Mrs. Stroud’s class because of soymaarried women and babies in that class. Alsergh
are some girls in that class that do not like iittfee same reasons.

We would convert one of the rooms in the balcong asuitable class room and still be in the adult
department.

Sincerely yours,
Louise Black, Sec.

The letter contained 14 additional signatures.



60

The late 1940s and early 1950s saw a leveling off of attendance in the Sunday
school with the yearly average ranging from the 530s to the 550s. In April 1953
Reverend Paul F. Elliott, General Secretary of Sunday Schools and Youth for the
Pilgrim Holiness Church, met with the Board and talked about church and Sunday
school growth. The following notes are a part of the Minutes:

Why S. Schools stay at same level —

1 — Have reached adequate facilities, you canuitd beyond capacities

2 — Church and S. School mu[s]t have a challenge.

3 0 [sic] A Church will either —

a — swarm and build another church — or

b — expand present building — or
c — stagnate.

Just a month before the meeting with Reverend Elliott the Board had raised
guestions regarding the advisability of performing the needed repairs on the existing
facility rather than relocating. In a letter to the congregation the needed improvements
are listed with the following comment:

Now of course, when we get all this needed wonkegove will still have our church in a location
now zoned for business. As times go by, it ise@adrognized that more and more manufacturing lant
will surround us, and make our location less degira

Quite a few folk (many not on the church boardjehsuggested that it might be the wisest thing
to take steps to move to a better location.

However, on March 15, 1953, the church voted 80 to 34 in favor of repairing the existing

church and staying on Hamilton Street.
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Ressie Tuttle
Bessie Sizemore
Lelia Johnson
Mittie Haywood
Nora Miller

Ada Beck

Lettie Rich
Rachel Ruth
Sallie Jennings
Florence Voncannon
Bertha Lain
Gennie Dickens
Lena Davis

Ola Hilliard

Etta Carter

Ruth Mishoe
Pallie Cecil

Nora Briles
Edith Turner
Beatrice Varner

Mrs. W. A. Scott
Sadie Hedrick
Frances Swink
Melia Brown
Nancy Voncannon
Retizel Nance
Allen Sink
Mattie Sink
Millie Farlow
Kate Steelman
Jewel Nelson
Effie Powers
Mary Turner
Hattie Nance
Emma Oakley
Viola Brady
Elsie Meadows
Hattie C. Lowe
Jettie Tolliver
Ada Hodgin

Audry Lilly

Mary Venable

Maggie Venable
Sarah Lee Hayworth
Clara Wright

Mary Scism
Ethel Kennedy
Dovie Duncan
Margaret Wright

Gladys Stamps

Veva Lewallen

Dockery Nance
Rev. O. L. Ruth
John Lain

Dorothy Farlow
Lois Radden
Clara McAdden
Mrs. Comer Brady
Winford Beck
Minnie Beck

Listed below are the names of those shown in tbieig who, as of October 4, 1953, had been attgndin
Sunday school at the Pilgrim Holiness Church offtHRgint, North Carolina, for 25 years or more:

Pé&arlow
Hildady
HBralvn

GIMHance
Myrtlér&ud
Carrie Voncann

Dora Jergsn

Jesse dgsni

llle Cook
engEmaylor
Allen|&ar
Joleditien
Nora Stew
Perry Briles
Francaadé¢
Hazel Nance
Gedvgacannon
ClaMoncannon
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Despite facility needs and parking problems, the church did not stagnate. Much
needed properties in the vicinity of the church suddenly became available, providing a
short term solution to some of the more pressing problems. The Board approved the
organizing of a crucial new Sunday school class and recorded its action as follows:
“Motion (B. B. —W. C.) 1 — that a young married couple [sic] class be organized — 2. that
the room in the tower be fixed for this class and 3. that Jack Farlow be asked to be the
teacher of this class, passed toto [sic].” And, in May 1955 the Board recommended that
J. Adrian Grout, Jr. be hired as associate pastor.

Adrian, Jr. arrived that fall, after completing his studies at Asbury Theological
Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky, and the father and son team experienced great
success. During his two years at High Point the average Sunday school attendance
reached a new record high of 587, surpassing the old record of 567 set in 1940. This
record remained intact until the mid-1970s.

Visitation and promotion were keys to the growth. On November 9, 1955 the first
issue of The High Point Pilgrim, a mid-week bulletin, was printed. It featured a report on
the successful “Rally Day” the previous Sunday, with the goal of 750 being surpassed
by 22. Two advertisements the following spring, in The High Point Enterprise, record
the results of the next year's Sunday School Rally. On April 28, 1956 the ad read:

INVITING OUR FRIENDS
Help us break our Sunday School Attendance Record.
BE ONE OF 888 PRESENT THIS SUNDAY!
Friendly Classes for All Ages.

GREAT S. S. RALLY

PILGRIM SUNDAY SCHOOL
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708-714 S. Hamilton
Jess Jennings, Supt.
On May 1, 1956 the ad read:
THANKING OUR FRIENDS
We broke our Sunday School Attendance Record
THERE WERE 958 PRESENT LAST SUNDAY
Average Attendance for April was 719 each Sunday
You're always welcome!
PILGRIM SUNDAY SCHOOL
708-714 S. Hamilton
Jess Jennings, Supt.
J. A. Grout, Sr. J. A. Grout, Jr.
Ministers

This record did not last long. On May 2, 1957 The High Point Pilgrim reported
the “"GREATEST RECORD BREAKING DAY...”

“High Attendance Day,” last Sunday, April2&as the day of all days for the First Pilgrim
Church Sunday School. Last year when the goald88sand it was topped by seeing 958 present,
everyone thought that was wonderful. This pasid@uras we were working for a goal of 1000 and
topped it by having 1220 present, words failedxpress what we felt.

Also, we are pleased to say to our friends inrmtites that we “did it all” without calling in
“outside attractions.”

1220 present! Thanks be to God and to all ourynfia@nds and visitors who made “High
Attendance Day” the grandest of all days at Fiilgfritn.

In August 1957 Adrian, Jr. announced his resignation, effective September 11, to

accept a call to the First Pilgrim Church of Des Moines, lowa to serve as senior pastor.

Over the next two years Adrian, Sr. carried the load alone, with good success. Average
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attendance remained in the 570s and the Board continued to look seriously at the need
for “a new Educational Buildg.”

Recognizing the heavy responsibilities of Reverend Grout, the Board remained
open to the opportunity to acquire the services of an able assistant. In March 1959 an
offer was extended to Reverend Jim Sheets to come as the Religious Education
Director. The Sheets family arrived in June of that year to begin a productive two years
of service. Average Sunday school attendance moved back up into the 580s and giving
kept pace with financial needs. The general satisfaction of the church members was
reflected in the pastoral vote in March 1961, as reported in The High Point Pilgrim:

The result of the ballot was ----
FOR PASTOR
YES: --210 for 2-year call
-- 16 for 1-year call _TOTAL
231
NO: -- 5 against his return

FOR MINISTER OF MUSIC & EDUCATION

YES: -- 218 for 2-year call
-- 10 for 1-year call _TOTAL
232
NO: -- 4 against his return
But, as with Adrian, Jr., the Sheets’ stay was short and concluded with a call to
accept a senior pastorate. The appreciation of Jim and Aletha and the magnanimous
spirit of Reverend Grout are seen in his announcement of their resignation that

appeared in the June 7, 1961 issue of The High Point Pilgrim:



65
REV. SHEETS ACCEPTS TROY PARTORATE

At the regular monthly board meeting this weekftilwwing was received:

Dear Friends in Christ:

June 7, 1959, Mrs. Sheets and | began to sersgtbat church as Minister of Music and Educati®he
two years that have followed have been filled wgtbat joy, as we have done our best to fill thabcity.

In the providence of God, it appears, as we stoviellow His leading, that He would be pleasedds to
accept the call to serve as pastor of the Pilgrotindss Church at Troy, North Carolina.

We wish to take this opportunity to express owpist appreciation and thanks for the way you sto@d
by us with your prayers and support. Your undeuditag in the light of our shortcomings and mistalees
appreciated. The friends we have made and loveheld part of our affection for many years to aam

Your kind indulgence and gracious acceptanceisfrésignation is deeply appreciated and our prisyer
that God’s richest blessing shall rest with you #rad untold victories shall be yours through tloever of the Holy
Spirit.

Your brother and sister in Christ,

Jim and Aletha Sheets

After the shock of this resignation lessened athé,board regretfully accepted it. We are very
sad at our loss, but rejoice in the large, effectoor that has opened to him. This is a fine fsiepard
for the Sheets, and they go with our prayers falawhem that they shall prove to be great under-
shepherds of the flock and successful soul winners.

This resignation becomes effective August.21

The last four years on South Hamilton Street were a period of significant decline
in the Sunday school as average attendance dropped from 582 in 1961 to 492 in 1965.
No doubt there were many factors that contributed to this decline, but the most obvious
were the lack of adequate space and the deteriorating facilities, the lack of assistance
for the pastor, and the preoccupation of most leaders within the church with finding a
new site and constructing a new facility. One interesting source of inspiration and
encouragement during this time, which may have prevented the decline from being
even greater, was the friendly and healthy competition that developed with the Trinity
Pilgrim Holiness Church of Evansville, Indiana.

The Trinity Pilgrim Holiness Church was growing rapidly during this time, under
the leadership of Reverend Clyde Dupin, and they set their sights on dispatching High

Point as the largest in the denomination. Reverend Grout, who conducted several
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revival meetings in Evansville and established a good friendship with Reverend Dupin,
saw this challenge as an opportunity to motivate his people. Two articles in The High
Point Pilgrim during 1963 illustrate his method:

CONGRATULATIONS, TRINITY PILGRIM CHURCH!
We wish to congratulate the Trinity Pilgrim ChulichEvansville, Indiana for their great
attendance on Easter dag42in SundaySchoo] 674in church
High Pointers, this is the church that has deteechito be first in attendance in U.S.A. We had

better roll up our sleeves and really get to wdke only had 629 in Sunday School on Easter; howeve
we did average 622 for the month of April

The second article, which appeared four months later, is a more pointed prod and
provides a specific suggestion:

CONGRATULATIONS TO TRINITY CHURCH

We want to congratulate the Trinity Pilgrim Hol#seChurch of Evansville, Indiana. They are
still moving forward in their attendance each month

At the recent National Sunday School Conventiomas shown that they are now in SECOND
PLACE in the nation for attendance in our denoniomat The pastor said in his bulletin ... “This puts
in second place in the nation, with only High PohiiC. ahead of us. Let us go all out to pass them

One of the strong reasons of the continued grasvimat they have a LAY-VISITATION
GROUP that are out visiting every week in behalfhafir school. Nothing else can take the placisf
May the dear Lord put it upon the hearts of ourdglaymen to give of their time for this profitalerk
of visitation in behalf of the church.

Children and Youth

When asked in an interview, in 1980, what he had found most rewarding during

his years of ministry, Reverend Grout responded, in part:

...I'd go to the hospital and see a newborn baby ustimother, then later baptize them; marry thédchi
little later then, in some cases. That's beenarding experience to see children grow up in thech.

Its been a joy to marry them — see a boy get adiile- bring her into the church. Take the Farlooys

and the daughter. Every one of them married sodhebot of the church but brought them to our church

— every last one of them.

The arrival of a newborn into a family within the congregation was often the

occasion for a very special personal letter:

November 22, 1962
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Master Stephen Lee Schram
Mocksville, North Carolina

My dear little Stephen:

| was so happy to hear of your arrival the firgtt jgd the week, and only a few minutes ago | ledroke
the good name you have been given, and | hasterityou a letter. Perhaps it will be the firstter
you will receive. | know that you will not be alleread it, but maybe Mother or Daddy can whisper
some of it in your ear, and when you are old endogiead, you will discover that a Pilgrim ministexd
wished you well, and had promised to pray for yiwat tyour life may be long, full, and of great blags

| am real sorry that we older folk have gotten tieswtiful world into such a pitiful condition, but
perhaps God will be able to use you, and othey®of generation, to create a new world of love and
righteousness. Where we have failed, | pray thatghall succeed!

You are so fortunate to be born into the lovingi§€tfan home that is yours. You have a godly Fa#me
Mother, and the most precious little brother. 8are they will surround you with love and a Chaati
environment. And of course, you and your big beotiark will become real buddies.

Stephen you have been given the name of a mightyah@od. As the original Stephen so yielded
himself to Almighty God that his life was, and Istdmains a powerful blessing, so my prayer is ioat,
too, shall be known in your tomorrows for your lgeBpirit-filled, a man of faith, and of mighty wark
Life will bring to you dangers, problems, and teatjiins. Things will come your way that will be dar
to understand, but in all things WALK HUMBLY WITHGQUR GOD, and you will triumphantly
overcome in every thing. Cultivate the friendsbigsod’s children, and make the Church a big pfrt o
your life. Above all, make it a daily habit of g with God, and leaning on Him for support.

Please remember, that if at anytime | can be g¢f teeyou or your parents, | want you to be surecaid
on me.

May God'’s richest blessings rest and abide upontlyaugh all your life, and then may it please Han
grant you an home eternal in the Heavens!

| trust that you and your mother are in the begtaaflth, and will soon be home looking with eagerse
on a new world. | shall look forward to seeing ysmon.

Sincerely, your pastor and friend,
Rev. J. A. Grout, Sr.
On the occasion of the celebration honoring Reverend Grout for 30 years of
service as pastor, the four-year-olds sang the following song that they had written with
the aid of their teacher:

He is My Friend
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He is my friend, he is my friend,
| know he is my friend,;
Because he stopped to talk to me —
I know he is my friend.

He is my friend, he is my friend,
| know he is my friend;
Because he smiles and waves to me,
I know he is my friend.

Who is this friend? Who is this friend?
Who is this special friend?
It's Rev. Grout, our “Pastor” here —
He is my special friend.
An article in The High Point Pilgrim in May 1963 gives a glimpse of the
teenagers’ view of the pastor:

THANKS TO OUR PASTOR

We, the youth of the church, would like to expressgratitude and thanks to one of the most wondierf
men we have ever known, our beloved pastor, RewiGrHe is always ready and willing to help us in
every way he can, especially at our CAR WASHHE® comes down early in the morning and stays til
the “Car Wash” is over, acting just like one of e are so proud that our pastor shows this isténe

us youth. He seems like one of us, and always feillRev. Grout is dearly loved by each one ofaums]
means as much to us as any pastor could mean whangh. He is our true friend! We would each one
like to say “Thank you so very much for the wondévwiork that you have done for us, and say with all
our hearts, we love you.”

Becky Nance for
The Youth Fellowship

The pastor’s love and concern for the children and youth of the church provided
an excellent model for the adults of the congregation, and their concern for and
responsiveness to the young people’s needs are clearly documented. The Minutes of a
Board meeting in 1951 present the agenda for youth work: “A general discussion was
held — on the Young People of our Church — their problems — how to win them — how to
hold them — how to save them — how to get them to work in the Church.”

The place to begin in winning youth for the church was clearly to meet their

needs when very young. This had the added advantage of encouraging parents with



69

young children to establish the habit of regular church attendance. However, it
sometimes took a while to implement good ideas. On April 3, 1951 the Board approved
the “Motion (JJ) (PD) That a committee be appointed to investigate the possibility of a
church nursery. committee — Brown — Jess Jennings —.” Six years later, December 29,
1957, the Sunday morning bulletin carried a special announcement:

OPEN HOUSE TODAY IN OUR “NURSERY ROOM”

One of the fine additions to the church duringythar of 1957 has been the Beginners
Department.

This Department consists of the Nursery, and tldercclasses. This department has grown so
very rapidly, and has proved to be of tremendoughno the church.

Mrs. James Oakley is the Superintendent of thériBegs Department, and is assisted by a
mighty fine group of helpers.

Mrs. Hattie Cook Lowe is in charge of the Nurseygm, and as always, has a way with little-
ones that is amazing.

Many have had a hand in helping to make this radmat it is: the ladies of the department have
put up nice curtains, the chairs were reupholstbyelro. Charlie Vuncannon, Bro. Otis Meadows gave
fine cabinet, did some painting, put up some clotiengers etc., Brothers Beck, McDowell, Greenway,
Metters put down the nice tile floor, and the pagive a nice heating electric, stove. Others gaver
work that the writer doesn’t know, but God does ailtreward.

YOU ARE INVITED TO GO DOWN & SEE THIS FINE ROOMght after the worship hour
this mornig [sic].

God bless these who serve in this fine work!

In 1953 the Board gave consideration to an idea that became a reality nearly 20
years later. The Minutes read: “Recommended by Jessee [sic] that we create a Day
Nursery in our Church — and that a committee be appointed to investigate the possibility
of a Day Nursery. Pastor appointed on this committee — J. Jennings — W. Beck.”

As the children grew, so did their opportunities for participation. Perusal of the
Board Minutes provides numerous illustrations:

Pastor was asked to continue his short talk tahiidren at the eleven o’clock services.

...(JJ—JL) — that we plan in the near future to hawhildren’s day — let the children take part ie th
service and to give them recognition and alsotfosé who have received attendance pins.

Motion — (JD) — (DB) — that Mrs. Carroll be grantgefmission — on a three months trial — to hold a
Junior service in the Primary Department duringréwular eleven o’clock service in main auditorium.
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Motion carried (J.D.J. B. B.) that permission Ipeeg to organize a Jr. Y.P. Department. Miss Leuis
Black was elected to be the leader and Miss Hetendh be her assistant.

There were also opportunities to sing:

Motion — carried — (WB) — (JN) — two leaders todmpointed to organize and lead two choirs — Young
People and Junior Choirs — one group from the iméeliate Department and one from the Adult
Department — to be composed of our Young Peopéadéers chosen — Miss Ruth Lain and Mrs. Elma
Warner.

Motion — (JJ) — (BB) — that we have a singing airting school for our Juniors this summer — sethee
services of a qualified leader.

The motion for the singing school was approved, but two months later the plans were
dropped.

Winning children to the church during their early years was no small task.
However, it was far less difficult than holding them through their teenage years. Over
the years a variety of proposals were made and programs instituted, sometimes in an
effort to integrate the young people with the adults and sometimes to provide them their
own time and space. It is difficult to tell which was more successful. Different people
succeeded at different times, with different young people, using different approaches. It
may be that the success is in the trying, and that the most important thing was that the
church cared about its teens and continued to struggle to hold them and love them.

Once again the Board Minutes provide a glimpse of some of the programs and

proposals:

Motion — carried — (JJ) (JN) that a committee &f Frastor — Miss French and D. W. Beck — plan &seri
of Sunday evening services — to combine the YowapR'’s service and the regular evening service —
this service to begin at 6:30 — dates — the lasetisundays in April.

After Adrian, Jr. had been called “to act as associate pastor and Young Peoples

Worker” directions shifted, as the Minutes from October 1955 indicate:

Committee in Charge of use of Hut:
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Dot Farlow chrm.

Mrs. Fred Connolly

“  Jewel Nelson
Motion (JN) (AL) that the young people be allowtedneet from 5:00 to 6:15 or until time for YPS at
6:30 at the Hut — for a period until Christmas —bEoknow as Christian Fellowship — Thought is taky
remain for YP service —p-
In December the permission was extended.

Another means of holding the young people for the church was to provide
opportunities for religious education beyond the local church. During the 1940s and
1950s the church contributed annually to the support of the teacher who taught Bible in
the public senior high school, usually in the amount of $100.00 and occasionally more.

It was the denomination’s schools, however, that received significant support.

Reverend Grout served for a time on the boards of the college in Owasso,
Michigan and the Bible school in Kernersville, North Carolina. When the Bible college
was started in Kernersville, just 10 miles from High Point, the church responded
enthusiastically, as the following letter indicates:

August 25, 1946
To the secretary of the Bible College Board:

Greetings in the wonderful name of Jesus!

Whereas the first year of operation of the PilgBible College will undoubtedly be one of great
financial strain, we, the people of High Point Hitlg Church by action of the official board and
congregation, unanimously and cheerfully votedssuane the entire support for our sacrising [sic]
President; this to be in addition to that whichlwé given when the College representative comesito
Church.

Believing in a great future for our College, wemise our loyal support to this part of God'’s

kingdom.
Signed,

Secretary

Pastor

The support for Reverend W. L. Surbrook amounted to $2,080.00.
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The church provided a scholarship “for any of our regular Sunday School
attendants — who are in good standing — and who will attend our school in
Kernersville...,” and raised “ a good produce offering for the Bible School” as a part of
the annual “Harvest Ingathering.” An unanticipated benefit to the church during the
Bible College’s early years was the assistance it received in its music program from
Helen French and Gordon Miller.

The efforts “to save” the young people could have been the motivation for
organizing a Youth Temperance Council in 1959 in conjunction with the National
Christian Temperance Union, since the “liquor problem” had always been a major
concern of the Pilgrim Holiness Church. But it is more likely that the Board’s desire “to
save” the young people was, in fact, a desire to see them confess their sins, ask the
Lord to forgive them, and determine with His help to live a life that would bring honor to
God.

The most likely place for this to occur, based on the early history of the church,
was a revival or tent meeting, and significant efforts were made to have the young
people present for these services. During the late 1950s and 1960s, as the youth
program became more focused, the “youth weekend” became an occasion for Bible
college students to conduct services with a distinct youth flavor. In announcing a “Youth
Weekend” in 1962, The High Point Pilgrim stated, “The Victors Quartet singing and
‘REV LARRY SHELTON,’ ministerial student at Southern Pilgrim College [formerly
Pilgrim Bible College] will be the minister for these special services.”

Perhaps the most significant factor in bringing the young people to a point of

readiness “to be saved” was to give them meaningful work to do, and adults who were
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good role models to guide and assist them. This also addressed the Board’s concern
“to get them to work in the church.” The Minutes provide ample illustrations from the
1940s and 1950s:

Motion (WTW sec JFN) That our Y.P. Society be geanand urged to support a Native worker in the
Mission Fields, with the assurance that we as Iboaltd are back of them 100% in this
undertaking...Carried.

Motion — (JJ) — (Rob.) to turn over to the Y.P.6.80 of the old Boys Club fund — this to be appled
the support of Foreign Missionary. Carried.

Motion carried (J.D.L. — B.B.) that the Young PlxspSociety give the Christmas program.

Motion — carried — (Jones — Brown) — the the [8id}.S. be given permission to put on a campaign for
the purpose of trying to secure an Electric Orgarttfe Church.

Motion — (Nance — Franklin) that a committe [sic]Jesse Jenninggs [sic] and Wade Garner — have a
group of boys to direct the Traffic on Sunday Mags on the Church parking lot. Accepted.

And, in 1954 the Board took action to provide significant financial support for any
member who desired to prepare for the ministry, provided their studies were at Pilgrim
Bible College: “This Scholarship to be in the amount of $200.00 (Two-Hundred) for a
period not to exceed two consecitive [sic] years.”

Outreach

In the early years of the church (prior to the 1940s) outreach was limited primarily
to the tent meetings held throughout the city, with limited attention to missions. There
were two factors that encouraged Reverend Grout to think differently about the needs in
this area: he had been raised in a church in Pasadena, California that had been a
strong missionary church, and his older brother, Paul, was a missionary. But the
establishment of new patterns took time. In 1946 the Board established “that on the last
Sunday morning of the month, the offering at the 11:00 service [was to] be given for the
Special Foreign Mission offering.” It was not until February 6, 1950 that the

establishment of a women’s missionary society was approved. The Minutes stated that
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“A motion carried (JDJ — ELJ) that we permit the ladies of the church to organize a
missionary society; that Miss Isa Crouse be asked to help organize said society.” In
April of the same year the Board appointed Miss Isa Crouse as the “leader of
Missionary Society.”

The Board also permitted Reverend Grout to be away from the church for one or
two weeks a year to preach in revival services at other churches. On these occasions
he would often give a sermon for the children, with an object lesson, before he
preached to the adults.

In the mid-1950s another opportunity for outreach presented itself to the pastor.
He remembered it this way, over 35 years later:
...Mrs. Stroud was the first one | think, who evemeato me about it and she wanted to know if I'e lik
to have a radio program. (She runs the florig¢guld | consider one? | said “never if | have $& for
any help financing.” | said, “I think it cheapeth® gospel to get up and say now send your tithds a
offerings and keep us on the air. Now we're oridith. That's not faith, that's begging.” | would
consider it, so one day she came to me and sdilidve we’re going to be able to get you a siotie
radio.” Johnny Lain took a fourth, Jess Jennifgjsycle Sales took a fourth, Clyde Morrison took a
fourth...and so Mrs. Stroud took a fourth. [For mofsthe years on the radio the support was provided

by Lain and Stroud.]

| was on about 25 years and all they would say, o present to you the ‘Village Parson,” made
possible by Stroud’s Florist and Kernersville LumB®mpany.” That's all that was ever said.

Every Thursday morning | would take one of my aw@ and get the kernel.... [The program was] live,
until I had my stroke. | enjoyed it more live.

| used to be on at 3:30 in the afternoon. | dithe'ar anything from it. So | talked to the statmanager.
He said, “how would you like this spot right hefeeathe weather and just before the news?” |,said
“Man, yes! “6:15 in the morning?” | said, “Finel’d get up at 5:30 and go. Immediately | began
having people just constantly, by the hundredsektiy, tell me, “you the Village Parson?” I'd say,
“yeah.” “I listen to you every Thursday that coniethad a tremendous listening audience.

It is somewhat ironic that after nearly 25 years the program was dropped when a
“Christian” broadcasting company purchased the radio station. When asked how this

happened, Reverend Grout responded:
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... They never even spoke to me. | went in as usuade it on Wednesday and the engineer said, “I'm
sorry, but you're off.” | said, “really?” Thoseugs never did even call me or write me a thing.

An item in The High Point Pilgrim in 1957 showed an awareness of and concern
for broader evangelistic efforts, as well as a wee bit of parochialism:

PRAYER REQUEST FOR GRAHAM CRUSADE

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Assin. [sic] will i@ the N. Y. crusade on May 15. Although
we are not of Mr. Graham’s denomination, his miyigt N.Y. city is very significant for the causé o
Christ throughout the kingdom. Therefore, let teypr [sic] definitely for a victorious revival sweep

throughout that great city.

It was the effort to start a second Pilgrim Holiness Church in High Point,
however, that consumed the most time and energy of any outreach project. The effort
spanned a period from, at least, 1949 to 1957, and is captured in capsule form in the
Minutes of that period:

Sept. 12, 1949

Motion — J.J. — sec. P.D. — that a committee beiapgd to investigate the possibilities of securing
suitable location in the Oakview Community for fhepose of establishing a New church. Report to be
brought to next regular meeting. Deacons wererd@oi[sic] for this work.

11-14-49
Motion (JDJ sec JFN) made that we start the SeBdgdm Holiness Church in the E Green and
Springfield street section. Carried.

Dec. 5, 1949
Motion (JDJ — EK) carried that we investigate tlheghase of lot for a new church in the Brentwood
section.

Feb. 6, 1950
A motion carried (JWJ — ELF) to submit an offei$600.00 a lot for the three lots on corner of Wims|
and E. Green St. for the Second Pilgrim Holinessr€n

Mar. 20, 1950

Motion carried (JFN — ELF) to give all the offermgxcept the Home and Foreign Missions to the
Second Pilgrim Holiness Church of this City durthg month of April.

Motion carried (JFN — ELF) to have a sign tellirfglte new church placed on the new location of
church just as soon as title is approved.

Motion carried (EK — ELF) that we rent a tent tdcha meeting on the new church lot in June or snone

Apr. 3, 1950
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Motion — carried — (JL) (JJ) to call Rev. O. E.wédl for a tent revival meeting in June — new clurc
location.

A proposal — (JN) (JJ) that an Educational Buidie erected on the location of the new church.
Motion — passed — (EK) (PD) for Pastor to appaibuilding committee — appointed were Johm [sic]
Lain — J. D. Jennings and E. L. Franklin.

June 9, 1950

Motion — (JL) — (JN) — carried — that a committeedppointed to secure a piano for use of secongtichu
— but at present for use during the tent meetirgpmmittee composed of Jess Jennings — J. F. dodes
Adrian Grout, Jr.

Motion — carried — (J. J.) — (EKO) that Bro. Lai@ &sked to supervise the setting-up of the temt the
site of the second Church.

July 16, 1950

Motion — carried — (JL) — (Jones) that Bro. Raglfarcconducting the Revival [be paid] the amount of
$225.00 and mended [sic]

Motion (EK) — (JN) that if the offiering [sic] oBunday night — closing night — should amount toenor
than $25.00 that an additional $25.00 be givenrtm Ragland — making a total for the series of imget
(3 weeks) (June 25 — July 26) a total of $250.00.

Sept. 5, 1950
Motion (JFN — ELJ) to postpone building of the Set&hurch, but continue to raise money for it until
we see our way more clearly, carried.

Call Meeting of the Board By Rev. Wm Neff

Sept. 9, 1951
Regard new church
a. Is location right?
b. Is There enough money?
C. Is Time right?
Oct. 9, 1951

(IN) * (WG) — To bring to the Church for voteaththe offering — usually set aside for second Clait
this time be given to our Church in Kernersvilletbair building fund, passed.

1-7-52

Discussion regarding funds of Second Church (megpbe placed in B & L. and possibility of
State Council taking over building of a Second €huwn E. Green St. property — no official action —
tabled —
Motion — (JN) (DB) That our Pastor appoint a cattee to confer with Bro. Ruth regarding a Second
Church — p — Com: Bros Grout and Jennings.

Jan. 28, 1953

Visiting with the Board — Rev. O. L. Ruth.

A general discussion as to the possibility of a @wrch at Archdale, N. C. It was mentioned of the
Presbyterian property located on the Ashboro jgiafl below Archdale, N. C. No definite steps take
[sic] — continued until our next Board meeting.

[Church bulletin, Sunday, August 22, 1954]
RESULTS OF CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING LAST SUNDAY
As you recall the church met together for a discumssoncerning a second church.
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1. After a discussion concerning building a seconddhon our lots on E. Green street, it was
voted — 21 yes — build on Green street. — 77 nor¥tdhuild on Green street.
2. Discussion then by the church on building a sea@nach some place else resulted in —
67 yes — build another church somewhere
29 no — don’t build a second church.
As can be seen by the vote, the majority votingrdea second church somewhere.

June 19, 1956
Rev. James Denny ask [sic] us to consider a newchho section of Archdale or Trinity.

6 —24 -56

Meeting with Rev. James Denny — pastor at Mt. Qhve

Motion (JJ) (EK) that we as a Board go on re@sdbeing in favor of a Pilgrim Church in Archdalp.—
Motion (JN) (BB) suggestion — that Bro. Denny #d® can secure the Archdale School as a meeting
place to hold Sunday School and evening Service — p

Oct. 8, 1956

[Motion] (BB) (JN) That we recommend to churtle purchase of a piece of real estate in Archdale —
price 2500.00 — To build a Pilgrim Church — proersif no church materializes that said lot be sbld
money be returned to the Treas. Of High Point Seé¢&murch.

Aug. 5, 1957

Motion (JL) (AL) that our Church give $1000.00ttke Archdale Church — from the Second Church

Treas — with challenge to District to give a maghi,000.00 — purpose use of Home Mission Dept — To
get new BIdg. Started — finish basement — stavices there — p.

Facilities
Questions regarding the adequacy of the facilities on South Hamilton Street

plagued Reverend Grout from the early years of his ministry at High Point until a new
church facility was constructed in the mid-1960s. While the needs were often clear, the
best means of addressing them were not. The times and the people required careful,
cautious actions, and the Pastor felt keenly his responsibility to know the will of the Lord
and of his congregation. It was a wonderful time for learning patience, and the value of
persistence and perseverance.
The first major problem surfaced late in 1946. The Minutes from a called

meeting of the Board record a “Report from the pastor concerning the condition of the

main Church building in the inspection with Mr. Gallimore...reveals that Building should
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be braced immediately in order to prevent further danger from collapse.” The report
recommended “an iron rod be installed across the auditorium where the weakness lies
with a turn buckle in the center for tightening and holding the building from further
expansion.”

The Board continued to consider the problem for nearly a year before the arrival

of the following letter brought action:
November 20, 1947

First Pilgrim Holiness Church
712 S. Hamilton St.
High Point, N.C.
Gentlemen:
Mr. Gallimore and the writer at the request of ¢iffecial Board made a visit to the above mentioned
church on November 19, 1947, at which time we wangfully looked into the situation of the spreagin
walls and sagging trusses.
It is the opinion of the writer and Mr. Gallimorestt the existing conditions are very serious andlavo
certainly warrant immediate steps to rectify thdiris the further considered opinion of the writexd
Mr. Gallimore that a great deal of responsibilitgudd rest upon any Board that would permit
continuation of services in the building as it nexists.
From an engineering standpoint there was no coradida given to the design and proper support where
existing trusses were cut when the new additionadaled. Before this building will be safe, addiab
supports and columns will have to be added thgigaty carry strains and stresses caused by existing
loads that transmit these to the proper locatibasfurnish adequate support.

Yours very truly

L. B. GALLIMORE
BY: A. J. Hewett

The “Description of repairs to church” was presented to the Board at a called meeting
on December 3, 1947.
During the winter of 1953, the Board seriously discussed the question of

remodeling the existing church or building a new one. However, at a meeting on March
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15, 1953, the church voted 80 to 34 in favor of repairing the existing church and staying

on South Hamilton Street.

A year later the Board acted to “recommend to the Church that steps be taken to
secure a new parsonage — buy or build — and convert present parsonage into S.S.
rooms.” On March 31, 1954, at a church business meeting held after the regular mid-
week prayer service, the Board recommendation was approved. A year and a half later
the Board was still looking for a suitable lot. Finally, over two years after the church had
approved the project, a new brick parsonage was completed at 616 Rockspring Road.

Even before the new parsonage was completed, Board actions showed their
awareness of just how temporary a solution this was to the need for additional space.
The following motions were supported at an April 12, 1956 meeting:

[Motion] (BB) — (EK) — that the present parsonaghgen vacated, be used for Sunday School rooms
until other facilities are provided.

[Motion] (PD) — (BB) — that we send a recommenaatio Church for the construction of an education
building on the north side of our Church on lot®&and #710.

In March of 1957 a motion was approved to “investigate — if for sale — the Presby.
Church Bldg — (Crestwood — on Gbro Rd — p —.” A year later “Each Board Member was
asked to lok [sic] for a possible location to the building of a new Church.” The Minutes
of September 28, 1959 record several significant actions:

A report from the committee on the finances of $&cBilgrim Holiness Church was given by John Lain.
They recommended funds be left as is for the ptesen

Bro. Winslow presented a report of a relocation cittee.
Moved by Br. Lain that the Board vote by secretdtan recommending to the church that we try to
relocate.

Seconded by Bro. Greenway.

The vote was 8 yes — 1 no.
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Moved by Lain to present this vote and recommendat the church October “gat close of morning
service.
Seconded by Greenway.

Carried.

The recommendation to relocate was approved at the church meeting by a vote of 138
to 28.

The “Com. To look for a possible new location for Church — L.P.G. - W.T.W. —
W.H.F.—" began its work immediately. In November 1959 they reported: “Clodfelter not
ready to give price as yet. — location So. of Super highway — W. of So. Main —.”
However, the September 7, 1960 issue of The High Point Pilgrim carried this brief
announcement: “so many are asking, ‘Where is the new church going to be located?’
As yet, we have not been able to find a suitable place.” And, on October 3, 1962, The
High Point Pilgrim reported the following:

NEW CHURCH LOCATION COMMITTEE
At the meeting of the Official Board this last M@ydnight, a new committee was appointed to tryrtd f
a suitable location for the building of our chuiola new location. The committee is Mr. Thad Furi
Chairman, and Mr. John Carter and Mr. William Hodgi

Please, if any of you know of a possible site far church, would you please tell these men. Itidou
require approximately four to six acres for suffiti ground....

The Pastor’s healthy competitive spirit appeared, in another context, when the
First Pilgrim Holiness Church in Greensboro, North Carolina purchased property for
construction of a new church; and he attempted to use it to motivate his people. The
January 9, 1963 issue of The High Point Pilgrim stated:

WE CONGRATULATE FIRST CHURCH, GREENSBORO

The Pilgrims at First Church Greensboro have mset about five acres on which to build a new
church and parsonage. Christmas Sunday THEY GAVYEASH OVER TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS on their lot purchase. High Point Pilgrinest’s not let them get ahead of us in erectimgwa
church.
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His challenge was well timed, as an article in the next issue of the mid-week

bulletin indicates:

CHURCH VOTES TO TRY TO BUY PROPERTY

At the close of the morning service last Sundasha@t business meeting was conducted relative to
authorizing purchase of a proposed property. Toparty is located on North Centennial about a tgnar
mile north of the College Village shopping center.

The vote to buy said property if possible carrigduell over a 2/3s vote.

The property is to be sold at auction Wednesday @e

We are praying that if it is God’s will for us tetgthis property that the door will open to us, #ritis
not His will, that the door will shut to us, thuletking the purchase of said land.

The door opened and the purchase was made, at a cost of $44,800.00 plus
utilities assessment. $20,000 from the church Building Fund was paid, and $25,000.00
was borrowed to finance the balance.

But some members remained skeptical. In an April 3, 1963 report to the
congregation, Jack Farlow, Church Secretary, wrote the following:

There are still some in our church who have nenheseen the beautiful new site. Many have
expressed their appreciation of the beauty of piog; svhy don’t you drive out, and take a look for
yourself, and while on the property, why not sgyayer to God for his guidance in helping us plam f
the future?

And those who have expressed themselves as rietggisfied with the action, why don’t you
look around our present building and inventorycitadition, and then have a heart to heart talk wathr
pastor or the site committee composed of Bros. Woagins, Jack Farlow, W. T. Winslow and John
Lain.

Through sacrificial giving by many individuals, and through group efforts, such as
youth “car washes” and the Co-op Class auction, and the “One Mile of One Dollar Bills”
fund drive, the $25,000.00 loan was paid in full on November 4, 1963. And, during this
time a critical decision for the future was made. A letter to the congregation from “The
Co-Ops,” concerning plans for their auction, told of the decision:

A review of last Sundays church Bulletin, showihg tittle boy at the closed door should awakemfall
us to the necessity of providing something extraofor children; are we making sure that they wéllé
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the proper training and background for a profitadid useful life. We have purchased 17 3/4 adres o
land, the original intent was to dispense of soffrthie land at the earliest opportunity, but fagkted
people in our congregation are now seriously camsid the advisability of not being too hasty in
disposing of any of the property until we are digdily sure of our future needs, and such needs must
include the welfare of our children; a place farthis far more important than for many of us whe ar
already established in our manner of living.

By the spring of 1964 momentum began to build and support for the new church
continued to grow. The March 25 mid-week bulletin reported the acceptance of

proposed drawings:

In a special called meeting last Sunday afternd@ndrawings of the architect were viewed and
discussed by a large group of interested folk.eA$ome pros and cons a vote was teken [sic], and
without one dissenting vote, the Official board @&dlding Committee were authorized to proceed with
the proposed plans.

On June 8, 1964, The High Point Enterprise carried a picture, taken during the
groundbreaking ceremonies the day before, and the following article:

GROUND BREAKING FOR NEW CHURCH

Past, present and future were united Sunday dgrimgndbreaking for construction of a new First
Pilgrim Holiness Church building in High Point. dlgroundbreaking took place at 1911 N. Centennial
Ave., site for the new church, which will includesanctuary, a chapel, 50 Sunday school rooms, an
assembly room and offices. Participating in thee®ny were Rev. W. F. Page, district superintepden
Rev. J. A. Grout Sr. pastor; Charles Davis, pregidéthe Youth Society; L. P. Greenway,
superintendent of the Sunday school and chairmamedbuilding committee; Rev. O. L. Ruth, pastor
emeritus; and S. E. Trogdon, general contractast Pilgrim Holiness Church presently is locatéd B2
S. Hamilton St.

In early May 1965, at the close of the morning worship hour, the members of the
church were asked to remain to act on a matter of business. The Board presented the
following recommendation and it was approved, gladly:

In deep appreciation for the 32 years of servica pastor to this church, plus his continued irstieaad
influence in the succeeding 21 years since he as®op we recommend that the new chapel of our new
church be named the O. L. Ruth chapel

In the midst of all the good work, the proverbial “fly in the ointment” appeared.

The response of the Board, in July and August 1965, to one seemingly small matter,
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shows clearly the power of racism in a society, and the susceptibility of even good men
— men of God, to its evil influence. The Minutes tell the story:

July 14, 1965
The Pastor informed us that a colored Pastor hadrsimterest in buying our old church.

Greenway and J. Hoover made motion to sell to edigreople if price is satisfactory to the Board.
Motion overruled by vote of 3 in favor and 8 opphs€Note — this motion was meant to include tHe sa
to any colored people at this time.)

August 9, 1965
A colored man has contacted Pastor concerning wlishchurch and furnishings.

Motion...that we inform the colored Baptist churchttiat present we cannot give price on furnishings,
Carried.

In September 1965 the Board recommended and the church approved the sale of the
property to “The People’s Church,” a white group.

On September 26, 1965, The High Point Enterprise carried a picture of Reverend
Grout and L. P. Greenway standing in front of the new church building. The

accompanying article read:
FIRST PILGRIM CHURCH CONSECRATION SLATED

Consecration of their new sanctuary on N. Centdrrenue will be held today by the
congregation of first Pilgrim Holiness Church.

The service to be conducted by the pastor, Rev. Grout, is scheduled to begin at 2:45 p.m.
Today’s service is the first of several plannedh®ycongregation to mark completion of its new chur
Open house will be observed next Sunday.

The new church, containing 27,500 square feebof §pace, is situated on nearly 18 acres of
land at 1911-1915 N. Centennial.

The sanctuary has a seating capacity of 700 pgraonl the O. L. Ruth Chapel of 200....

There are some 50 classrooms and assembly roattms building, which is air conditioned. The
site also includes a parking lot, with spaces f dars.

The building supervisor for the church was L. Pe€away who is chairman of the Building
Committee. Other committees and their chairmerfuareshings and decorating, Carlis Vernon; fingnce
J. H. Hoover; grounds, Reitzel Nance; landscapayl@ivuncannon; and location, William Hodgin.

Total cost of construction and furnishing the rawrch is approximately $325,000.



84
On October 30, 1965, Reverend J. Adrian Grout, Sr. celebrated his 55" birthday.

If someone had told him then that the newly completed church was just the beginning of

construction on North Centennial, he probably would not have believed it.

The Cost of Leadership

Relocating a church from one side of town to the other would be challenging
under almost any circumstances, but for a pastor who was personally committed to
doing so without losing any of “the flock,” the task was almost overwhelming. But the
move was made with the losses limited to two or three members and a few of the
“Sunday school children” whose parents did not attend the church and who would not
accept rides across town to the new church.

From the time of the resignation of Reverend Jim Sheets in 1961 to accept the
pastorate at Troy, Reverend Grout had carried the pastoral load alone. In December
1965 the Board attempted to take steps to provide new assistance by “try[ing] to secure
David Griffin as Music and Education Director.” They succeeded and Reverend Griffin
served until November 12, 1967, when he accepted a call to the First Church of the
Nazarene in Youngstown, Ohio.

In January 1966, at a called “Church Meeting,” the Board recommended “that a
house be built on North end of property to house workers...Carried unanimously.”
While the construction did not begin until late summer, 1968, the action indicates the

spirit of the church people to continue building.
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Another construction project, begun in the spring of 1966, was completed and
paid for by the end of 1967. On May 4, 1969, when The Fellowship Hall was dedicated,
the Church Bulletin provided the following information:

THE FELLOWSHIP HALL was spearheaded by The Co-op Class of which Brddek Farlow
was the teacher at that time. They saw the nbkey,felt a concern, and they went to work to enlist
others to help them in erecting The Fellowship Mdidich has proven such a useful part of our church
life. Itis used for class socials and dinnersgmions, bridal showers, missionary circle meeting
Wesleyan Men’s breakfast, and so many useful pepos

Much hard labor was given by so many on this tojéll of the Sunday school joined in giving
for this building so that it was completely paid &mnd equipped some many months ago. We are a bit
tardy in the dedicatorial service, but today wealtjlaledicate it to God and His Church, and may God
richly reward those who gave so many hours in tieklaying, the wiring, the plumbing work, the
painting, etc. God knows each one and will rewartis own best way.

The actual cost reported for the building was $7,459.72.

Along with the new projects was the responsibility to meet the significant monthly
payment on the loan for the new church. Some years later Reverend Grout recalled
those days as follows:

Financially we never had to get up and beg forigphetfering to meet our month’s payment. | tofein
when we started in, “Our payments are $2200.50 stimoVery few of us here who haven’t bought stuff
on time. This is your church. | want you to renhem the first Sunday of every month is payment
Sunday. | want you to lay aside for that, juse ljfou do for your house payment or car paymentu Yo
know when it's coming. | don’t want to have to sathing about money.” So we never did have to. |
fact we foolishly got a little ahead; put us dowithwour nose on the grindstone for months. | daav t
was a very foolish thing to do. Of course, youesam awful lot of interest on it. We still paid tfie ten-
year loan in seven and a half years. It was pespressure of the whole thing on me.

The pressure took its toll. Early on a Sunday morning, in October 1967,
Reverend Grout suffered a paralyzing stroke. The day before, having noticed the
unsightly appearance of windows at the church and sympathizing with the overworked
custodian, he had gotten out a ladder and washed them. Then he spent his evening

preparing the bulletin for the next day’s services.
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The doctor’s prognosis remained guarded for most of the next week. However, a
significant change occurred on Saturday morning. Nearly nineteen years later, Mrs.
Grout remembered it clearly:

Adrian received a divine touch from the Lord arosindo’clock on Saturday morning. The doctor came
in that morning and said, “You're feeling Bettefou've got your smile back.” Adrian said, “Look at
this,” and lifted his leg that had been paralyz&tie doctor said, “Something touched you last night
Adrian joked and said, “I've got a good doctor,'t. Zhiles said, “It was a higher doctor than me.”

On October 18, 1967, the Board acted as follows:

Lain and Corder moved to give the Pastor a leaabsénce untill [sic] December with pay. An
amendment to the motion was offered by Vernon amtbdver to extend the leave if the doctor stipedat
he is not able to return at that time.
Amendment and motion carried.

During the Pastor’s recuperation Dr. Leo Record “filled the pulpit” on Sundays,
and Reverend Frank Henry secured speakers for the Wednesday evening prayer
services and continued visitation of the sick. It is also significant that during this period
the Board began serious work on “a plan of commissions that would be used to take
some of the work load off the Pastor and delegate some of the responsibilities.” The
Board received the following handwritten note from the Pastor during his leave of
absence:
Dear members of the Official Board:

Your kindness & thoughtfulness to me during myietibn is deeply appreciated. | don’t think
any pastor could have a greater group of men tr kaith him.

The flowers you sent were surddgautiful but still not as beautiful as the love that proseithe
gift. The giving me of leave of absence is alsiytboughtful, but abovall | appreciate your prayers.

I am honest in saying | am working hard to regainstrength and get back in His great service.

God bless & reward each of you in His own best igayy prayer!

Pastor Grout
After a brief stay in Florida, Reverend Grout resumed his pastoral responsibilities

on December 3, 1967. Later that month the unanticipated settlement of an estate in

Maryland brought the church $10,149.40, greatly relieving the financial pressures.
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On March 11, 1968 the church Board unanimously approved a resolution to
inform “Pastor Grout [of] our intention to extend to him a pastoral call and that the Board
select a committee to solicit applicants for assistant pastor.” This vote of confidence
and support provided added encouragement for the pastor, just in time for the next
storm.

The committee appointed to secure assistance for Pastor Grout reported to the
Board on April 8, 1968, recommending that the church “extend to Dr. Clyde Parker a
call as Associate Pastor.” The recommendation was approved by a 12 to 1 vote. On
April 19 the Board accepted the committee’s recommendations concerning “duties and
responsibilities of an associate pastor,” and acted to extend a three-year call to Pastor
Grout and a two-year call to an associate pastor. But, disagreement and confusion
surfaced immediately.

At the April 19 meeting the Board also acted to “appoint a committee to actively
solicit applicants for the position of Director of Music, and that this be told to the people
next Sunday morning.” A week later, April 26, 1968, the Board approved a motion to
hold a church business meeting on May 5™ at 2:30 “to discuss the need of an associate
pastor.” It also approved a motion “that if vote is favorable to establish the position of
Associate Pastor that it be recommended to call Dr. Parker for a term of one year.”

At the church business meeting on April 28, 1968, the membership voted as

follows on the pastoral calls:

Results of Pastoral Call

Three Year Term 142
Two Year Term 8
One Year Term 43
No 36

229
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Associate Pastor

Two Year Term 70

One Year Term 61

No 82
213

One week after the vote, the previously scheduled church business meeting was
held “to discuss the need for an associate pastor.” After airing concerns regarding
finances, music, youth, and the Board, the members voted unanimously to establish the
position of associate pastor.

The next evening the Board took the following action: “Lain and Schram moved
to recommend Dr. Clyde Parker to the church to serve as Assoc. Pastor with a one year
call. Car'd unanimously.” On May 22 the recommendation of the Board was approved
by an overwhelming majority at a church business meeting, and on June 3, 1968,
Pastor Grout had the privilege of reading to the Board Dr. Parker’s letter of acceptance.

Dr. Clyde A. Parker’'s enormous contribution to the church at High Point is a story
that needs its own telling. However, a crucial ingredient in the rapid growth of the
church in the 1970s was the close friendship and working relationship of Reverend
Grout and Dr. Parker. Few pastors could have provided the support or freedom of
operation to an associate that Dr. Parker needed and desired in order to move the
church into new areas of ministry and into a building program unparalleled in the history
of the Wesleyan Church.®> Perhaps the frustratingly slow pace of movement in the
1950s and 1960s helped prepare Reverend Grout to support the rapid pace of the

1970s.

® The Pilgrim Holiness Church merged with The Westeiethodist Church in June 1968 to form The Wesieya
Church. After the merger, the First Pilgrim HokseChurch in High Point, North Carolina became Higint First
Wesleyan Church.
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Mrs. Grout’s reminiscences, after the deaths of both men, provide additional
insights into Adrian and Clyde’s relationship: “Clyde was one of the best friends we ever
had...and he was a sweet boy.... He was about the same age as my boy.”

Reverend Grout’s deep burden for the spiritual needs of his flock and his love of
people seemed to increase with the years. And a grateful congregation and
denomination attempted to express their appreciation in a variety of ways. The May 14,
1973 issue of The Wesleyan Advocate pictured Reverend Grout with Reverend Ruth on
the front cover, with the caption, “Two North Carolina Pastors Serve One Church Sixty
Years.” The accompanying article ended by stating, “The long tenure of the two men
may have contributed to making First Wesleyan in High Point the second largest church
in the denomination.”

The following May, Reverend Grout was honored by Houghton College, the
oldest Wesleyan college, when an honorary doctorate was conferred upon him. In
August of that same year, 1974, the local congregation paid tribute to their pastor with a
weekend of special activities on the occasion of his 30" year of service in High Point. A
fitting quote from Chaucer’'s The Canterbury Tales appeared in the program on the
Saturday evening:

An Ideal Pastor

The word of Christ most truly did he preach,
And his parishioners devoutly teach.
Benign was he, in labors diligent,

And in adversity was still content —

As proved full oft....

Wide was his parish, scattered far asunder,
Yet none did he neglect, in rain, or thunder.
Sorrow and sickness won his kindly care;
With staff in hand he travelled everywhere.
This good example to his sheep he brought
That first he wrought, and afterwards he taught.
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The April 25, 1977 issue of The Wesleyan Advocate, the magazine and official
organ of The Wesleyan Church, carried a feature article titled, “High Point First
Wesleyan: large, but friendly.” A full-page picture of the church graced the front cover.
The article emphasized that the High Point church’s growth had “come gradually over a
period of decades,” then lists these “significant facts:”

The church has had but two senior pastors in teegiayears.

The projected budget is over $1.9 million for 1976¢$220,000 — church budget; $500,000 —
school; $1,200,000 — retirement center).

Five worship services are required each Sunday imgpto accommodate the various age groups.
The entire church complex covers 35 acres.

The congregation’s outreach over the past few yieassncluded not only the regular worship
services, but a radio ministry, a day care and etgary school for 480 students, a retirement
center for another 300 persons, and a “mobile nnifiishapel serving 100 to 150 children per
week.
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The article focuses on “the *auxiliaries’ that allow the congregation to provide
highly specialized ministries from cradle to grave, services aimed equally at the three-
month-old infant and the 100-year-old invalid.” The following excerpts provide a quick
glimpse of the programs and facilities that developed as a result of Dr. Parker’s broader
sense of “ministry,” unique skills, and boundless energy:

For those at the younger end of the scale, theregagon launched a day-care center in 1970
with 40 students. Under the direction of Mrs. Gé=a(Claity) Massey, the school became the largest
nongovernmental children’s center in North Caralitiaach day 480 children attend school or nursery
classes at the church. The present administiidet,Farlow, was “raised in the church.”



92

Begun in 1973, Wesleyan Arms is the means whetedghurch ministers to the elderly of the
region. It consists of a three-part retirement plex— a 72-apartment area for the handicapped and
senior citizens who are active and generally adfiesent (including two unusually active couplé3x.
and Mrs. Grout and Dr. and Mrs. William H. Neff)1@0-bed retirement center for those who need some
care but can still be up and about, and a 100-besing home for those who are incapacitated.
Administered by Rev. James L. Denney, the comphegleys a staff of 120 and operates on a budget of
$1.2 million a year.

While thrilled with the growth in programs and facilities, the article also shows
that Reverend Grout kept it all in proper perspective:

“I have tried always throughout the ministry to drapize the fact that brick and mortar,
largeness of buildings can never compensate fowtnk of the Holy Spirit,” he said. “No matter how
big we grow, unless we have God, it is all vainsiall empty, useless.

“I have often voiced it to people — that buildiregsd big attendance are not the answer. Your
societies, your lodges, they can have that. Wegbtdo have God. Nothing else can take His plade.
have tried to exalt Him, preach the Word, and Kedip ever welcome in our midst. There is no program
that we have that can’t be interrupted anytime g/ptesence.”

Two years later Reverend Grout retired as pastor. The July 1, 1979 High Point
Enterprise ran a feature story, with pictures, that was captioned “ ‘Grout Day’ To Honor

Pastor After 35 Years of Service.” The story read, in part:

Today the Rev. J. A. Grout will have his “day,"raembers of First Wesleyan Church observe
“Grout Day” in honor of the 35 years the pastor $@wved the local congregation.

Grout and his wife, the former Miss Mabel Covingtdf Staunton, Va., came to High Point in
1944 to pastor the then First Pilgrim Church orl&nilton Street. In the ensuing years, through
combined efforts of the pastor and the congregatiarch has changed about the church — all for the
better.

Noting that Grout is stepping down today as pastdihe church he has led for so many years, a
church spokesman said that he is not retiring fsemvice to First Wesleyan at all. Grout today ees
chaplain of the Wesleyan Arms Retirement Center.

Reverend Grout continued as Chaplain at Wesleyan Arms until his death in
March, 1985.

In the midst of his suffering, shortly before his death, Reverend Grout clearly
evidenced the beauty of his relationship to his Lord and ministered to those around him.
Frances Kiser, Administrator at Wesleyan Arms, recorded the story in the December,

1985 issue of Retirement Home News:
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During one of his hospitalizations, our late ddzalain, Dr. Grout, was being cared for in the histee
Care Unit. As he lay unconscious in the line dfgrds’ beds, there suddenly rose from his lipsusinal
rendition of the Lord’s Prayer. Although he hadraoollection of it later, he clearly and distirycslang it
in entirety and, as the final “amen” was hushed,atved staff members realized that the usually
unceasing background of moans, cries, restlesstim@ agonized, confused or frightened voices had
ceased — to be replaced by a soft silence whichreddor some time. What a good illustration kit
us of the work of God’s Holy Spirit upon the sgraf men!



